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Hrawi plans security force 


BEIRUT (AP) — The govern- 
ment of President Elias Hrawi is 
to form a 400-man 'force with 
commando training to try to com- 
bat kidnappings and other acts of 
terrorism in west Beirut, military 
sources said Wednesday. 

In another security develop- 
ment, dashes renewed between 
rival Shfite Muslim militias in 
Sooth Lebanon after a relative 
lull of 16 days. 

Police said the pro-Iranian Hiz- 
bollah (Party of God) and the 
mainstream Shi’ite militia Amal 
were locked in an. artillery and 
rocket duel in Iqiim AI Tufah 
province south of Beirut. 

“No advances were reported 
by either side,” said police 
spokesman. He said a casualty 
report from the renewed flaieup 
was not immediately available. 

By police count, 97 people 
have been killed and 277 wound- 
ed in Amat -Hizhollah dashes in 
the province since they broke out 
Dec. 23. 

A Lebanese military source, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity, said the 400-strong squad 
will be drawn from the army’s 
Mukafaha (Combat) Brigade and 
the police rapid intervention 
force in a move meant to encour- 
age foreign diplomats to return to 
a planned militia-free west 
Beirut. 

The Mukafaha and rapid in- 
tervention force members are 
given special commando training 
and special weapons to deal with 
such terrorism or kidnappings. 
Further details on the weapons 
were not available. 

The creation of the force is part 
of a security plan, the hi g hli g hts 
of which were worked out by 


Hrawi and Syrian President 
Hafez AI Assad in three days of 
talks in Damascus that aided 
Tuesday. 

Hrawi, in a joint news confer- 
ence with Assad winding up their 
discussion^ said the security plan 
was designed to change the arty’s 
western sector into an “oasis of 


Assad said Syria’s" 40,000 
troops in Lebanon could extend 
help to Hrtwi’s army in enforcing 
law and order, if such help was 
requested. 

The military source said a 
3,000-strong brigade from Hra- 
wi 5 s 22,00G^trong army will de- 
ploy in west Beirut in die first 
stage of the security plan, details 
of which wiD be next 

week during a visit by army com- 
mander Emile Lahoud to 
Damascus. 

Lahoud was appointed army 
commander by Hrawi, a few 
hours after he was elected presi- 
dent Nov. 24. 

Hrawi dismissed maverick 
Christian General Michel Aoun 
as commander-in-chief of the 
armed forces and interim prime 
minister. However, the rebellions 
officer refused to hand over the 
presidential palace to the new 
head of state. 

Hrawi, Aonn and Lahood are 
Maro njte Catholics, the Christian 

comm unity that dominated poli- 
tical life in Lebanon since the 
country’s independence from 
France in 1943. 

The new, 400-member anti-ter- 
rorist fence “will be trained on - 
special assignments and might be 
equipped with helicopters for raid 
intervention in case it is needed 
to deal with special and sensitive 



Hrawi Wednesday summoned 
Lahoud and his senior mfli t ai y 
aides to a meeting to discus 
details of the security ; plan, prior 
to the general’s visit to 



ESas Hrawi 

assignments, such as protecting 
for eign diplomats, vital interests 
and government officials," the 
source said. 

“The new force wiD be on call 
24 hours a day. This will create an 
atmosphere of security and en- 
courage foreign diplomatic mis- 
sions to return to west Beirut, " 
the source added. 

All Western diplomatic mis- 
sions have evacuated west Beirut 
since mid-1984 to avoid a wave of 
terrorist attacks and kidnappings 
of foreigners mostly blamed on 
pro-Iraidan underground factions 
affiliated with HizbolLah. 

In all, 18 foreigners, including 
eight Americans, are missing and 
believed held hostage in Lebanon 
since 1985. 


he muhias will be banned in 
Beirut," the military source 


Asked whether the p r o p osed 
security plan would also cover the 
shuns of south Beirut, a Hizbol- 
lah stronghold where most of the 
Western hostages are believed 
held, the security source said, 
“Most probably, south Beirut will 
be included." He refused to 
elaborate. 

The Western captives, in addi- 
tion to the Americans, are four 
Britons, two West Germans, two 
Swiss, an Iris hma n' and an I talian , 

American journalist Terry 
Anderson , chief Middle East cor- 
respondent for the Associated 
Press, is the longest-held foreign 
hostage. He was kidnapped in 
west Beirut March 16, 1985. 

In another Lebanon develop- 
ment, the co un t ry’ s seven func- 
tioning daily papers (fid not pub- 
lish Wednesday due to a strike by 
their staff. 

Newspaper editors also staged 
a two-hour sit-in at the offices of 
the newspaper publishers syndi- 
cate in west Beirut’s Raouche 
district to protest Aoun’s mea- 


Aoun, in a d ir ect ive issued 
more than a week ago, banned 
the press from calling Hrawi pres- 
ident. 

Aoun's wrath against violators 
of his measure targeted news 
organisations operating in the 
800-square-kxlometre Christian 
enclave northeast of Beirut 


Kabul claims to be 
stronger than ever 


Tel =663100 


KABUL (R) — Some 70 per cent 
of all Mujahedeen rebels have 
stopped fighting the Soviet-back- 
ed Afghan government and 
Kabul has grown stronger than 
ever in the past year, according 
government spokesman Moham- 
mad. Nagmb. 

He said in an interview Tues- 
day the rebels were persuaded to 
stop fighting because of ‘live and 
let five agreements” reached with 
them. 

His claim could not be inde^ 
pendently cohfirined. 1 

Naquib told Reuters the gov- 
ernment was stronger than it was 
when the Soviets pulled out of 
Afghanistan last Feb. 15. 

“The fact that we have no one 
to depend on has given us greater 
resolve to defend ourselves,” he 
said. 

Naquib gave no figures but 
senior Afghan military officers 
have said about 100,000 former 
guerrillas now act as pro-govern- 
ment militias. 

He said in the three years since 
the government launched its 
national reconciliation program- 
me “some 70 per cent of all 
armed groups have stopped figfat- 
mg us. 

He said rebels sometimes man- 
aged to block the Saiang High- 
way, Kabul's mam land Imk with 
the Soviet Union, but could not 
disrupt the flow of supplies for 
long periods. 

As the bulk of Soviet military 
and food supplies were coming by 
road, the Moscow-Kabul air- 
bridge has diminished, he said. 

At his regular press briefing 
Tuesday, Naquib said at least 58 
guerrillas were killed and 43 
wounded in ope ra tions mounted 
by government troops in the last 
four days. 

No government casualties were 
reported and the guerrilla casual- 
ties could not be confirmed. 

Naquib said in the same 


mountain strongholds at the east- 
ern city of Jalalabad and sur- 
rounding areas killed one soldier 
and wbunded eight others. 

Government troops retaliated 
with air and artillery strikes, 
“putting out of action” 83 Mu- 
jahedeen rebels, he said. 

Hie rebels launched a major 
offensive to seize Jalalabad after 
the Soviet withdrawal but failed, 
underscoring their inability to 
conduct conventional warfare. 

Naquib said the government 
-gave 450*00 Xfgjmms ($900) r ta 
63 families whose homes were 
destroyed in rebel rocket attacks 
last week in Kabul. 

More than 800 residents in the 
capital have been killed in hapha- 
zard rocket attacks since the 
Soviet pullout, according to offi- 


laqi 

period, rockets fired from rebel 


"Spy 9 convicted 

A Muslim from Soviet Central 
Asia has been sentenced to eight 
years in p ri son on charges of 
spying for Afghan rebels, the 
TASS news agency reported. 

TASS said Abd nDcharrri d Dav- 
latov tried to set up an under- 
ground group of Soviet Muslims 
in file Republic of Tadzhikistan 
“to struggle for the overthrow of 
the existing system." 

The report came at a time 
when predominantly Muslim 
Azerbaijanis have torn down 
large sections of the border with 
Iran, altered open battles with 
their mainly Christian Armenian 
neighbours and begun calling for 
secession. Tbe unrest, which has 
evoked a pp r o ving reaction to 
fundamentalist Iran' has raised 
the prospect long predicted by 
Western scholars of an Islami c 
awakening among the Soviet Un- 
ion’s tens of milli ons of Muslims. 

Davlatov; 34, crossed tbe bor- 
der into Afghanistan in nrid-1988 
and was sent by Afghan rebels be 
tied up with to an intelligence 
centre in Pakistan, TASS said. 


on Gulf oil, intensified uprising 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — The 
director of the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency (CIA), William 
Webster, says that Western de- 
pendence on Gulf oil “wfll rise 
dramatically” by the end of this 
decade. 

Testifying before a Senate 
Armed Service committee hear- 
ing Tuesday, Webster also said 
that barring a renewed Middle 
East peace process the Palesti- 
nian up rising could become even 
“more violent.” 

“Western dependence on Per- 
sian Gulf ofl will rise dramatical- 
ly,” he said in prepared testi- 
mony. “By the year 2000, Gulf 


states will supply an estimated 40 
per cent of Western oil, up from 
about 30 per cent today. Mean- 
while, U,S. dependence is ex- 
pected to rise from about 10 per 
cent to roughly 25 per cent by the 
end of the decade.” 

On the Arab-IsraeH peace pro- 
cess, he said: “If the peace pro- 
cess does not advance ova the 
next several years, the intifada is- 
likely to become more violent, 
terrorism will probably rise, and 
Arab pl e asu re on the United 
States to impose settlement will 


Following are excerpts from 
Webster’s testimony related to 


the Middle East 
- “In the Middle East, local 
antagpmans re main a major dan- 
ger. Regional leaders will be inhi- 
bited in (heir traditional game of 
pitting the superpowers against 
each other. As a result, local 
disputes are now less likely to 
trigger East-West confrontation, 
but may be more likely to occur. 

“We may now have a better 
chance of achieving a resolution 
of the conflict in Af gha nistan that 
brings stabffity to that country 
and the region while allowing the 
Afghans to determine their own 
future. 

“Increased Soviet flexibility 


and moderation will also present 
new challenges. Gorbachev’s 
policies have already gained Mos- 
cow greater access to moderate 
regimes such as Egypt and Saudi. 
Arabia. Better relations with Iran 
— - including expanded military 
ties — could also develop, but 
will be constrained by the situa- 
tion in Azerbaijan and a number 
of factors. 

' “The anti-U.S. stance of Iran 
and Libya probably wiD be slower 
to change, , and we remain con- 
cerned about the terrorist threat 
those regimes pose totheUnifed 


gather in 
Tehran 

NICOSIA (R) — Relatives of 
jailed or executed dissidents de- 
monstrated outside the U.N. 
office in Tehran where familie s of 
Iranians killed by government 
opponents also gathered deman- 
ding to meet a visiting U.N. 
human rights envoy. 

The Mujahedeen-e-Khalq 
opposition group said a vigQ be- 
gan Monday swelled by Wednes- 
day to a 1,000-strong gathering 
seeking to tell Reynaldo Galindo 
Pohl, a U.N. human rights com- 
mission investigator, about tor- 
ture and execution of their kin. 

■ 

Iran’s official news agency 
IRNA said late Tuesday that 
families who had lost relatives in 
Mujahedeen attacks had also 
massed at the U.N. office in 
north Tehran, demanding to meet 
Pohl to “reveal crimes committed 
by the terrorist gronplet." 

The IRNA report, monitored 
in Cyprus, was the fast mention 
of the anti-government sit-in in 

official Iranian media. 

■ 

IRNA said the gatherings dis- 
persed at dusk Tuesday. 

The Iraq-based Mujahedeen 
said in a telex to Renters pr ate s- 
ters and security forces' had 
dashed, but gave no details. 


Algeria walks tightrope 
between democ racy,' turmoil 


By Philip Sbebadi . 

Reuters 

ALGIERS — Algeria is walk- 
ing a tightrope between demo- 
cracy and turmoil as rapid 
liberalisation brings a flower- 
ing of new political parties and 
mounting sodal unrest. 

Eighteen political parties 
now jostle for support in a 
country where only rive 
months ago a single legal par- 
ty, the National Liberation 
Front (FLN), ruled supreme. 

But President Chadu Ben- 
jedid has found that greater 
democracy combined with eco- 
nomic crisis can lead to tur- 
moil. 

Muslim fundamentalists 
have been blamed for recent 
violent attacks against a police 
station and a court Strikes 
have been hitting the crippled 
economy at an average of eight 
a day. 

“Has freedom become an 
impossible dream?” asked the 
liberal weekly Algerie 
Actualite.” “Must we pass 
through generalised chaos be- 
fore attaining it?” 

Rather than damp down on 
unrest, Benjedid and Prime 
Minister Mouloud Hamrouche 


are presang ahead with econo- 
mic liberalisation and unpre-; 
oedented multi-party elections 
later this year. 

. Political analysts say the 
government is taking a high- 
risk gamble that real democra- 
cy wfll in the end promote 
political stability by offering 
channels for peaceful protest. 

“If this opening had not 
taken place tnere would have 
been even mane trouble,” said 
Yonsef Ikhlef, executive 
bureau member of the Social 
Democratic Party (PSD). 
“Political parties can play a 
key role in maintaining stabil- 
ity,” he told Reuters. 

Hamrouche has been careful 
not to blame any pofitica] par- 
te for the unrest, pointing the 
finger at black marketeers and 
forces opposed to the emerg- 
ing democratic system. 

Opposition activists say they 
have been remarkably free to 
operate in a country that had 
been a one-party state for 27 
years. 

“Most (FLN) officials have 
accepted to play the democra- 
tic game,” said Ikhlef. He said 
that in one case when a PSD 
activist was harassed, steps 
were taken against the affiaak 


responsible. 

He raid the PSD and other 
opposition parties still lacked 
money and sufficient access to 
state-controlled media. 

■ 

They criticise what they say 
is a continued . monopoly, of 
state funds by the FLN, and an 
electoral law that favours the 
biggest party, likely to be the 
FLN of the strongest opposi- 
tion group, the fundamentalist 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS). 

_ Benjedid earlier this month 
met ■ top Opposition leaders 
from the Liberal-left PSD, 
which favours liberalisation of 
the 5tate-dk>n&nated economy, 
the FIS, which wants- Islamic 
law, and the Co mmuni st 
Avant-garde Socialist Party- . 

Two other parties. Rally for 
Culture and- Democracy and 
the Socialist Forces Front, axe 
dominated by non-Arab Ber- 
bers. They favour a liberal-left 
.economic - programme and ■ 
greater recognition for Berber 
culture. 

A host of smaller patties 
offer an array of acronyms and 
ideologies, from the Trotskyist 
Social ist Workers’ Party to the 
cryptic Algerian Party for the ‘ 
Capital Man. 
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Fundraisers seek to accelerate 

efforts to help Palestinian uprising 


Panels review bridge procedures 
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AMMAN (J.T.) ■* Qualified 
Jordanian nurses ore tejviiu the 
country for Gulf countries to in- 
creased number* to earn better 
salaries and the sinuuion i t gra- 
dually worsening ad nearing the 
“red bne** at Jordanian hoe^paab, 
according to tho presuJent of the 
Jordanian Nursing Awooadoh 
(JNA). 

Hoshein SaUmeh said in a 
statement quoted by Sa«t Ai 
Shaab Arabic daily Wednesday 
that . many male and- female 
nurses who graduated Jan. 20 and 
Jan. 22, 1990 and some of those 
who graduated in the past four 
months from Marring scfaoob in 
Jordan had signed contracts to 
work in the Gulf stain for better 
pay than they could possibly hope 
for in Jordan. 

In the past week, a medical 
institution operating in the Gulf 


interviewed 72 Jordanian mines 
and in the past four months a 
total of 40 signed con t racts for 
work ab road, . Srtu p ch said. 

“Each one of the Jordanian 
nurses cows JD 100 a month in 
terms of trahriag and accom- 
modation and when they go 
abroad the country suffers,** be 
said. “The co un try cootunes to 
bring in Chinese, Indian and 
Kfipmo nmes to work m Jor- 
dan costing a fortune but not 
Kttuuc the hohesx ourftv ser- 


Eacft one of the foreign nurses 
costs the co un tr y nearly JD 250 a 
month at a time when the country 
is in bad no-id of foreign curren- 
cy, Salamcfa lamented. 

The Ministry of Health last 
April announced that Jordan has 
t total of 2410 female nurses of 


whom 574 were non-Jordanians, 
and that the Kingdom will need 
to ham at least 4,000 mines by 
the year 2000 to help attain the 
target of health for all. According 
to Salameh, Jordan’s six mining 
training colleges turn out around 
350 qualified muses annually and 
“if many find work abroad then it 
will be nkc planting trees only to 
see the storm carrying away all 
the saplings." 

Jordan is losing both ways by 
aOmfeg the tmraes to go and 
bridging in foreign nurses; one by 
tang financially on training the 
nurses and two in allowing fore- 
ign currency to leak to foreign 


countries through foreign work- 
ers, Salameh explained. He cal- 
led on the health authorities to 
create incentives to Veep Jorda- 
nian muses in the country. 
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1 6 industrial Investment climate 
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AMMAN (J.T.) -- A workshop 
on investment opportunities with 
reference to small and ni ot fium 
jscale enterprises in Jordan's in- 
dustry was concluded at Royal 
Scientific Society (RSS) Wednes- 
day. The workshop, rimed at 
introducing participants to invest- 
ment opportunities in . Jordan's 
industrial sector, included scien- 
tific lectures and discussion. of 
working papers. 

The director of studies and 
encouragement ,pf investment. 
Dr. Samir ‘Amaish, explained 
investment situation is Jordan's 


industrial sector and the indust- 
rial sector’s achievement and 
obstacles, and i nves t men t en- 
couragement law incentives. 

RSS cconooue researcher Ali 
Ghezawi prese n t e d a paper enti- 
tled “Anatyris of Domestic Simp- 
ly and Demand Factors.” The 
paper focused on Jordan’s indust- 
rial sector in terms of production. 
The .paper also pinpontfed speci- 
fic manuf a ctured predicts and 


ac con fin g 
pioyoes ii 


tons. 

■ • ■» * 

. Economic researcher Abdul 
Rahman AI Qatameh presented 
a paper entitled “Investment 
Opportunities and Viably Poten- 
tial Projects.” The paper touched 
on Jordan's industrial imports 
and the potential to create import 
substitution in industry. These 
two papers are part of a study 
prepared by the RSS Economic 
Rcaeaicb Centre entitled “Invest- 
ment Project Profile With Special 
Empfaaas and Medium-Scale En- 


terics. 

While several perbcipMti en- 
coorwed sdtancs to allow for rag- 
ubr iuitf -raging obljga' 

tt*y coatributicus bum govern- 
ment igcnac* and private com- 
panies, Deputy Leith Sfcbdfet 
warned that “coacribodpo* by 
obligation could result m a nega- 
tive reaction. 

“Let the people contribute wil- 
lingly lad you wtU via more than 
money you will win genuine moral 
support, 1 * the deputy said. 

One nf the f&sacreoas to (rise 
both fi nan c ial and moral support 
for the iotifeda was to hare anisa, 
filmaMkcn and other artisans 
create “imKwfe an” and have its 
profits go to the intifada- 

Suggesnom fin- the week-long 
acuvuKs mariang Karameh Day in 
March included a sponsored walk 
to the Kmg Abdulah Bridge and 
walks to the American and Soviet 
embassies to protest their indirect 
or direct support for the imnrigra- 
tkm nf Soviet Jews. 


Minisry 
warns against 
early cattle 
slaughter 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Wednesday warned cattle and 
sheep breeders against slaught- 
ering animals at an early age 
because if could endanger the 
country's livestock wealth. 

The director of the minis- 
try's Animal Health Depart- 
ment, Dr. Gbasoub A] Asali, 
said in a statement that some 
stockbreeders slaughter goats, 
and sheep when they weigh 
only 10 kilogrammes due to the 
shortage of animal feed and to 
benefit from the present shor- 
tage of lean meat in the coun- 
try as a result of a halt in 
shipment of fresh meat from 
Bulgaria and Romania. 

Asali said that the meat of 
the young sheep in particular 
was not nutritional for humans 
since it contains only a limited 
amount of Hquid and lades the 
amino acids necessary for pro- 
tein or the body-building ele- 
ment. A sheep can be slaught- 
ered when it weighs 20 kilog- 
rammes and a goat at 17 kilog- 
rammes while calves can be 
slaughtered when they are 250 
kilogrammes. 

Asali said butchers found 
selling meat not according to 
these standards and specifica- 
tions would be fined according to 
the 1973 agriculture law. Asali 
said that a ministry committee 
in charge ot dealing with the 
effects of die drought in Jordan 
had decided to increase the 
number of centres that distri- 
bute animal feed, 
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CAMPS GET TWO CENTRES: Her Royal Highness Princess 
Basina, chairperson of board of trustees of me Qooen Alii Social 
Welfare Fund (OAF), Wednesday visited Baqaa and Wibdat 
refugee camps and opened two special e du c at i on centres and 
another centre for women activities affifiatod to foe United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA). She toured the various 
sections of the special education centres, winch were financed by 
an Australian charitable institution (Petra). 

COMMISSION FOR JERUSALEM AFFAIRS: A Royal 
Decree was issued Wednesday announcing tire samtis pf members 
of tbe Royal Co mmissi on for Jerusalem Affairs, which will be 
chaired by Akram Zuaftcr. The decree said t hat th e committee 
would include fire mhosters of forei g n affairs, information, awqaf 
and Islamic affairs, as weQ as chief justice Sheikh Mohammad 
Mheflan. mid former Minister of Pubhc Works Raef Nijem, as weB 
as representatives of tire Christian communities in Jordan and the 
expelled Mayor of Jerusalem, Rawiti AI Khatib (Petra). 

PILGRIMAGE TRANSPORT: The creation of a transport 
company to cany Muslim pilgrims to Mecca and Medina were 
discussed Wednesday ri a meeting presided over by Minister of 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Ah AI raqrr. The com p aa y wiH have a 
JD 500,000 capital in the initial stage and will provide accommoda- 
tion as wdl as transportation for the pilgrims (Petra). 

UPPER HOUSE TO MEET THURSDAY: The Upper House of 
Parliament has been called for a meeting Thursday to a 

□umber of temporary laws referred to it from the Lower House. 
These include amendments to the Amman Financial Market Law. 
and the Armed Forces Law and tire cancellation of tire Amman 
Development Corporation (Petra). 

MAHAFZEH APPOINTED: The cabinet has decided to appoint 
Yarmouk University President Dr. Ali Mafaafzeh as member of the 
education council (Petra). 


WHAT’S GOING ON 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — The director 
of the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) Institnte has ended a 
week-long vfcrit to Jordan by giv- 
ing consent to dispatching in- 
structors from his institute to 
lecture in Amman. 

The announcement was made 
by the director of the Amman- 
based Arab Institute for Banking 
Studies (AIB5), Dr. Mohammad 
Hazndi AI Saqqa, at the conclu- 
sion of his talks with tire IMF 
Institute Director Gerard Teys- 


Teyssier left Amman for 
Washington Tuesday night after 
delivering lectures at the Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) and AIBS. 
According to Saqqa, IMF special- 


ists will be arriving here at the 
invitation of AIBS to help prom- 
ote training in banking to Arab 
officials and candidates sent by 
tire Arab countries. 

Teyssier has promised to dis- 
cuss with tire IMF Institute board 
the prospect of organising train- 
ing courses in Amman for Arab 
bankers instead of bolding the 
courses in Washington, Saqqa 
said. 

The IMF official also met with 
Minister of Finance Basel Jar- 
daneh, the CBJ Governor 
Mohammad Saeed Nabuha and 
other officials as well as tire resi- 
dent representative of tire United 
Nations Development Program- 
me (UNDP) in Jordan. 


The foik/wing listings are compiled from monthly bulletins nod 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
dmeajud placewitb tbc concerned wflifotwes. 


on limited interim autonomy. 

“Once we have agreed that the 
heart of the agenda will be 
arrmgjxig the elections in the 
territories, the opening sp ee c h or 
speeches are becoming of secon- 
dary consideration,” Peres said, 
"Speeches have their limited role 
in the making of history.” 

Shamir wants tire agenda res- 
tricted to tire mechanics of elec- 
tions. 

Peres said bracK-Palestinian 
(fisJogoe in Cairo should serve as 
M a b e ginning for a comprehensive 


settlement” between Arab and 
Israel. ‘The prospects today are 
better than ever before,” he said. 

He urged Syria to join is tire 
process and expressed willingness 
to meet with Syrian President 
Hafez AI Assad in Egypt. 

“I think the time has come for 
Syria to think in terms of tomor- 
row and not the prejudices of 
yesterday,” the Israeli minister 
said. 

Asked whether his mandate 
was Amt his Labour Party only or 
for the Israeli government, Peres 
hedged. 
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Azeri activists rounded up 
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* An art cxMbitioa fry Moha mma d AI J Woo* At the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

* A photographic ciMhittOB at the Soviet Cdtard Centre. 


* A feature fHm eptfrfed “La bmba 
7:00 pjou 

☆ A Soviet Him entitled “The excq 
Cmtnrat Centre — fcfiO p-m. 


ccc rprional train** at the Soviet 


(Confined frees page 1) 

broke down Wednesday when 
Azeri officials from the auton- 
omous region of Nakhichevan 
walked out, TASS said. 

The Azeri Communist Party is 
now in disairay. Local party lead- 
er Abdul Rakhman Veriiov, who 
was sacked last week, has now 
been expelled from the local par- 


ty, the Baku-based Azerinform 
news agency said Wednesday. 

The party central committee 
was meeting later Wednesday to 
discuss who will now kad the 
floundering party, Azerinform 
said. 

The violence has spread to the 
neighbouring republic of Geor- 
gia, TASS said. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Lower 
House of Parliament's commit- 
tees in charge of occ u pied terri- 
tories affairs and ads&nistratioB 
held a joint session here Wednes- 
day to difcura matters related to 
ferilities offered to Palestinians 
crossing into Jordan from the 
occupied lands and tire passage of 
Palestinian apncuhurai produce 
across the budges. 


Jamal Khreoha. chairman of 
the House’s administrative com- 
mittee. raid the question of 
Palestinians who fail to return to 
the West Bank was aho dis- 


ities to Pdestimau are 


being given within the framework 
of an agreement with the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 

(PLO), which has called forprop- 
er steps to preve nt an exodus of 
Paksti&zas from their home- 
land. Khrezsha said after the 
meeting, which was attended by 
Minister of Interior Salem 
Masa'defa. 

The interior minister had 
promised to study a programme 
for the entry of west Bank and 
Gaza produce into Jordan with 
the concerned authorities, 
Khreisha was quoted as saying by 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

A report pi u cpt cd to the com- 


mittee said a total of 378 Palesti- 
nians failed to return to the occu- 
pied territories in 1983, increas- 
ing to 46353 by the end of last 
year. 

Kbrchba also said that many of 
those who arrived on visit were 
married to Jordanian women. 
The report said that nearly 6,000 
Palestinian men married women 
living io Jordan over the past 
one-and-a-holf years, Khreisha 
added. 

AI Dustour daily reported 
Wednesday a committee formed 
by the Ministry of Interior to look 
imn the adverse effects of Jor- 
dan's derision to sever admims- 


native ties with the West Bank on 
Pal estinian families had began 


All facilities to be granted to 
the Palestinians will be based on 
die concept of enhancing the 
steadfastness of the Palestinian 
people in their homeland and 
thwarting Israel's attempts to 
evict the occupied territories 
from their Lawful owners, Ai Dus- 
tour quoted Masa’deh as saying- 

The minister was quoted as 
also saying that there were no 
plans for imposing new restxio- 
tions on Palestinians crossing the 
bridges. 


Open university poised to launch courses 


By Snhafr Obddzt 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Distance educa- 
tion through open universities 
is an old/new system that is 
finally being brought back to 
life here in Jordan. After 
several attempt, interrupted 
by haglcs over funds and 14 
years of p r e par a tory work. AI 
Quds Open University (QOU) 
will start its oper a ti o n in die 
fiat quarter of this year. 

Adopting a flexible policy, 
QOU only requires that in 
order to apply, students should 
have a Tawjihi or its equivalent 
regardless of the general aver- 
age, meaning that admission 
will be on competitive basis 
although no minimum grade is 
set. 

According to the president 
of the university. Or. Munrher 
Salah, the project was original- 
ly initiated in 1976 in response 
to the need to offer higher 
education for Palestinians in 
the occupied territories and the 
diaspora as well as elsewhere 
in the Arab World, 

A technical co mmitt ee com- 
prising the Palestine National 
Fund, the Arab Fund for Eco- 
nomic and Social Development 
and the United Nations Educa- 
tional, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO), stu- 
died the feasibility of the pro- 
ject for two years. It prepared 
a report which was subsequent- 
ly endorsed by the general 
conference of UNESCO. 

In 1981, the Plaestine 


National Council (PNC), tbc 
Palestinian parliameni-in-ez- 
He, approved the implementa- 
tion of the project, and plan- 
ned a meeting in Beirut in 1982 
to the launching of the 

tmiverazy, but the Israeli inva- 
sion of Lebanon during the 
same year delayed it until 
1985. 

In 1985, the project was re- 
vived again and work began on 
drawing tq> courses and prog- 
rammes that would address the 
needs of the Arab World. 

"It was decided that QOU 
would offer five programmes: 
on land and rural develop- 
ment; on home and family 
development; os technology 
and applied sciences, on man- 
agement and entrep- 
reneurship; and on educa- 
tion,” according to Salah. 

The university administra- 
tion spent lass year preparing 
multi-media self-instruction 
materials necessary for dis- 
tance education, which pri- 
marily involves the broadcast 

media — radio and television. 

* 

This self-directed learning 
also requires the combined use 
of printed text, video-casset- 
tes, audio-cassettes, computer 
discs, slides and transperan- 
ties. These will be available to 
QOU students as soon as they 
complete registration formali- 
ties at the various centres affili- 
ated to the university. 

In line with the concept of an 
"open” university, QOU will 
establish study centres in pro- 
ximity to concentration of stu- 


dent enrolemem. "The uni- 
versity will go wherever the 
students are instead of the 
other way around,” Salah said. 

According to Salah, these 
cenrres will be like miniature 
campuses, equipped with 
necessary educational facilities 
such as videos, computers, a 
specialised library and labs, in 
addition to the administrative 
team and Tutors. 

"These centres will provide 
the chance for interaction be- 
tween students and between 
students and tutors who will 
provide advice and counsell- 
ing,” he said. 

The difference between dis- 
tance studying and correspond- 
ence courses, Salah said, was 
that letter does not entail any 
kind of interaction between the 
student and the university. 
"The student reads the books 
alone and tries to understand 
them, then a date is set for the 
exam.” he said. "In the other' 
case, the student receives 
books specially written and 
elaborately explained as if the 
student is reading the teacher’s 
notes,” he said. 

Assignments are also given 
to the students in addition to 
the periodical exams held in 
the sixth and 11th weeks of the 
course, with the final exams 
being held in the 16th week. 

"We are very much like con- 
ventional universities but with- 
out obligatory attendance, so 
as to meet the needs and indi- 
vidual circumstances of each 
student,” Salah said. 


Adopting the multi-media 
approach enables QOU to pro- 
vide the opportunity for people 
who have the desire to pursue 
higher education but for one 
reason or another could not. 

QOU has set a minimum 
standard of three credit boon 
per term to make ix possible for 
those who have other things to 
do and want to study in their 
own convenient time. “This is 
why a student enroled in QOU 
can get his degree in minium 
four years and maximum of 
12,” according to Salah. 

The university w£D also orffor 
non-degree courses. "These 
wfll be more of refreshment 
courses to bring po«-graduates 
upto-date with foe latest in- 
novations and developments 
relevant to their employment 
area,” Salah said. 

Another facilitating measure 
which QOU has adopted is 
taking into consideration the 
student's financial status and 
the ec o nomic situation in each 
individual's country while set- 
ting fees. 

"For example, students of 
the occupied territories will 
pay ot_y $8 for each credit 
hour, Jordanian students will 
pay SIS, those from oQ produc- 
ing countries will pay 60 and 
those from countries which 
does not produce ofl wfll pay 
30.” Salah said. 

The university expects itself 
to be able to accommodate 
2,600 Jordanians, 3,000 from 
the West Bank and 1,000 to 
1,500 from other Arab conn- 
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Just when you thought the New Year 
festivities were over , here comes another 
new year! Come and celebrate the beginning of the 
Chinese Year of the Horse with 
our lavish Chinese buffet... 

Delicious stir fry dishes prepared as you 
choose them and many mouth-watering 

Chinese specialties. 

The Chinese year 4688 will be celebrated 
on January 27th , 1990 at Al Mansaf Restaurant. 
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Snuff out the Soviet 
fire before it spreads 

THE AZERBAIJANI-Armeaian armed conflict that turned 
into an Azerbayani-Moscow miGtaiy and political conflict 
contains the seeds of a modi wider dvfl war in the Soviet 
Union that coaid tear the entire country apart. As is usually 
the ease, dvQ wars are among the most terrible of aH wars 
and their toil in human and material terms sometimes 
parallel the death and destruction of traditional warfare 
between any two countries. What makes the prospects of an 
expanded civil strife m the Soviet Union even more omfanons 
and catastrophic is the revelation that Soviet weaponry of 
die most sophisticated Sind is spread all over the huge 
country and the potential of one nationality or another to 
seize control over such weapons to use a gwnut another 
nationality or ethnic groap spells even bigger disasters for 
the Soviet Union. That is why it is in the interest of all 
mankind to help Moscow deal effectively and decisively with 
the burgeoning dvfl disorder within its borders on rational 
ami equitable basis. 

Meanwhile, afl sides that fan the armed dvfl conflict 
raging now in the Soviet Union deserve to be condemned by 
the international comimnifty because they are in fact playing 
with fire and destruction the consequences of which are too 
cataclysmic to be forecast at this early stage. The world has 
already seen bow Iran and Israel are exploiting the raging 
fire in the Soviet Union. At a time when Iran is on 
Azerbaijanis to break away from the Soviet Union by 
military means, Israel is cangirt ex pl oi t in g the growing dvfl 
strife in the southern part of the Soviet Union to precipitate 
a Jewish stampede to Israel. Both co untri es are in effect 
beating the drams of panic in and aronnd the Soviet Union 
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sound bftoodbaths m toe country. 

This is not to sagged that Moscow may not pursue 
political and peaccftri means to restructure its relations with 
the various republics that comprise the Soviet Union. As a 
matter of fact, Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev’s 
perestroika and gjasnost policies need to be extended as a 
matter of highest priority h redefine the relationships 
among the various Soviet republics on contemporary and 
meaningful basis tbat coaid usher in a new era in the 
inter-Soviet relations. Yet, one can sympathise with Moscow 
and witb the fact that It is now a beleaguered capital that has 
more than it can chew. This is then the time for all countries 
of goodwill to come to toe resene of toe Soviet Union from its 
wounds in the most resolute way possible. This is obviously 
not the time to rejoice over the Soviet difficulties but rather 


bloodletting in the Soviet Union and start the process of 
dialogue and negotiation between the fi ghting factions there. 
What Moscow is already doing in that direction Is sound and 
correct and deserves understanding from the hrternatiana! 
community. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 



A1 Ra*i Arabic daily on Wednesday dwelt a gain on the emigration of 
Jews to occupied Palestine, and said tbat it is regrettable tbat the 
Arabs have not yet realised the dimension of toe dangers inherent in 
this emigration. Except for toe Jordanians and the Palestinians, no 
other Arabs have been showing a real concern over this issue which 
poses a real threat to the Arab Nation's existence. The Jordanians 
and the Palestinians have been crying ont for collective Arab action, 
to counter Israel's plans and to foil the Jewish state's ambitious 
designs, the paper said. The emigration of Jews to Palestine in big 
numbers is tantamount to the declaration of war on Palestine and on 
Jordan directly, and also indirectly on toe rest of toe Arab World, 
the paper continued. Israel's bragging about its desire to achieve 
peace with the Arabs is countered here by its own actions and its' 
endeavours to gather as many Jews as possible for the only purpose 
.of launching aggression on toe Arab countries, toe paper stressed. 
However, the paper said, it is still hoped that toe Arab leaders will 
get together and unify their plans and pool their e ffo rts for the sake 
of fending off tins ominous danger and this serious onslaught on their 
nation. ' 1 
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A columnist writing in A1 Ra’i Arabic daily says that the Arabs like, 
other nations, cannot stop the toi r ea ti al changes now going on in 
Eastern European countries and the upheavals here ana tone, but 
can use their common sense in doling with the outcome of such 
change. Fahed A! Fanek notes that toe Arabs should concern 
themselves with two important aspects related to Eastern Europe: 
One political and the other gmnrwrric. Hie says that Arab countries 
cannot ask the new leaders, many of whom are Jews to stop Jewish 
people from their countries to emigrate, because this is unfeasible 
specially as the new leaders cannot allow that to happen- What the 
Arabs can do is to prevent Israel from building bridges of friendship 
with the Easton Europeans at the Arab Nation’s expense, Fanek 
says. The writer also notes that the Arabs should bolster their 
, e c o nomi c ties with the East as well as the West European countries 
which, he say?, ^ould be turning their attention to Eastern Europe 
f frHK*»ng it with econom i c assistance. Furthermore, be says, should 
the West help Romania and Russia to develop their ofl potentials, 
then the Arab World’s oil will be secondary m importance to the 
West. What the Arabs need, he says, is collective action and unity in 
the face of the common dangers. 

AI Pa steur Arabic daily commented Wednesday on the meetings of 
the Maghreb umon, grouping Arab countries in North Africa. It said 
'that the meetings winch have just ended, coincided with preparations 
for bolding a summit meeting for the foor-membei Arab Cooperation 
Council (ACC) leaders in Amman, and at a time when toe Arab 
Nation is in dire need of collective action politically and economically 
in die face erf the common challenges. The paper said that the 
creation of the three economic groupings in the Arab World came as 
a temporary alternative to pan-Arab unity; and one normally expects 
very positive outcome from any unity that aims to serve national 
interests. The paper expressed hope that such trend will finally lead 
to the aspired Arab unity that can bring further strength to the Arab 
World. i 



Anti-Zionism does not equal anti-Semius 


IL 


By Paul Harper 

AS the uprising in the West Bank 
anrf Gaza Strip runs into its third 
year, critics of Israeli policy con- 
tinue to find this criticism turned 


bad upon tnem. itsey are ac- 
cused by Zionists of being anti- 
Semitic. Equation of anti-Zkm- 
ism and anti-Semitism by Israel's 
s up port e rs has probably been the 
single greatest obstacle to popu- 
lar support for the Palestinian 
cause in toe West. 

Some definition, of trams is 
required. “Semitic” is a racial 
designation of doubtful historical 
accuracy for the descendants of 
Stem, toe prophet Noah’s son. It 
was coined to describe those Mid- 
dle Eastern peoples, Phoenicians, 
Babylonians, Assyrians, Jews, 
Arabs and others, whose linguis- 
tic origins were clearly 
homogeneous and distinct from 
others in the area such as the 
Berbers of North Africa, who 
were conveniently ascribed to 
Noah’s other son Ham and 
termed the Hanritic races. In 
Europe, Semitic became synony- 
mous with Jewish, if only for the 
reason that there were no non- 
Jewish Semites in Europe until 
quite recent times. . 


Algeria 


By Jonathan Clayton 
Reuter 

ALGIERS — Algeria's taxi-driv- 
ers all share toe mi™ ni ghtmar e 
— a minor bump that could put 
them out of business for months. 

With spare parts so hard to 
obtain, battered old taxis 
apparently held together by 
string, wire and tape are com- 
monplace in tins once strictly 
socialist state now pursuing eco- 
nomic and political re fo rm s. 

“We have to make do as best 
we can,” said Mohammad Djouf, 
who works in the capital, Algiers. 
His brother-in-law Hacene has 
been out of work far months 
since his Peugeot SOS broke down 
for lack of proper servicing. 

Obtaining such items as wind- 
screen wipers, windows, door 
handles or spark plugs requires 
skills more normally associated 
with the country’s high reputation 
as one of the world’s great di- 
plomatic mediators. 

“It is just not good business 
driving a taxi people have diffi- 


Unfortnnately, racial prejudice 
against Arabs has yet to acquire 
the odious undertimes of the term 
anti-Semitic as applied to anti- 
Jewish racists. In Fiance, -the 
National Front of Jean-Marie Le 
Fen has been able to make race a 
key issue in recent elections by its 
unashamedly racist campaign 
against France’s Arab immig- 
rants. It is ironic that Jewish 
watchdog organisations in 
Europe, who take admirable 
pains to monitor and publicise 
every hint of anti-Jewish neo- 
nazism, seem almost oblivious to 
this evidence of a rising tide of 
“anti-Semitism” in Fiance, “anti- 
Semitism” m the classic. Hitle- 
rian sense of exploitation of a 
nation’s xenophobic fears of a 
racial, cultural and economic 
threat from within. By not rede- 
fining the terms and substituting 
anti-Jewish for anti-Semitic non- 
sense is made of the argument 
that anti-Zkniism is a form of 
anti-Semitism. Even in this re- 
vised farm, it runs up against the 
immediate obstacle of those Jews 
who are themselves anti-Zionists. 
Though a minority, they are vocal 
and seem to be growing in num- 
ber. They range across- .the 
ideological spectrum, from the 


fanat ically rcHgjous Netnrai Kar- 
ta sect in Jerusalem, to usually 
isolated individuals on the left. 
Against them, Zionist polemic 
divides into two streams,, what 
may be called its faiatical hard- 
liners and its more rational prop- 
onents. 

The hard-line argument 

■ 

The hard-liners insist that anti- 
Zionism must by definition be 
anti-Jewish because Zionism is an 
intrinsic part of Jewishness. It 
follows necessarily that anti- 
Zionist Jews are nevertheless 
anti-Jewish, and so toe rather 
improbable category -of “self-ha- 
ters” was craned. This analytical 
argument, with its psychological 
corollary, seems to me a very 
obvious logical fallacy that has 
escaped exposure only because of 
toe fmziness surroun ding Zionism 
in the public wwnd. But whatever 
else Zionism may be, it is a 
system of beliefs acquired by an 
act erf mind; to lump it together 
with natraally inherited attributes 
such as having red hair or being 
Jewish is dearly ; false. Were it 
not so, anti-cranrnimism could 
mean anti-Slav racism, anti-apar- 
theid anti- Afnkaaner racism, and 


so on. 

Of coarse, what does constitute 
Zionism is central to the whole 
debaters it the .exercise of a 
fundamental political tight, that of 
tiie Jewish people to self deter- 


tbe pious expression of a basic 
tenet of toe Jewish faith? One 
does not need to have studied 
either Jewish history or the Bible 
to realise that were it simply 
rather, or even both, of these 
thing s, then denying it would 
indeed be anti-JeiWKh. The objec- 
tions most arise, I. believe, not 
over the principles of Zionism but 
the practice; just as critics of 
communism mijgbt denounce Star 
tin’s dictatorship or the invaaon 
nf Afghanistan but not, necessari- 
Jy, the writings of Marx, Engles 
or Lenin. 

More rational Zionists, while 
conceding the legitimacy of anti-. 
Zio nism per sc, will still argue 
that anti-Jewish racists neverthe- 
less exploit it as a respectable 
cover for their sinister machina- 
tions. No logical refutation for 
tins arguement exists, nor for any 
other couched in the same form, 
and of course tins does happen. 
But tins is the realm- of common^ 
sense, not of logic, and a few 


pressing economic problems 


cnlty getting in and out of,” joked 
Mohammad. 

The daily problems faced by 
Algerian taxi-drivers highlight 
the enormity of toe government's 
declared aim — trying to inject 
market forces into a centrally- 
planned economy. 

Shortages are common in 
Algeria. 

Retming emigrant workers can 
i often be seen at Algiers airport 
loaded down with bags of bana- 
nas — so rare they are considered 
a luxury — and other goods rang- 
ing from coffee to spare tyres. 

Consequently, a thriving black 
market has grown up. It is not 
unco mm on for foreigners to be 
offered five to six times the offi- 
cial rate to change hard currency. 

The government is trying to 
make toe economy, based almost 
entirely on ofl and gas revenues, 
mare efficient by injecting mar- 
ket farces to stimulate productiv- 
ity. But the accompanying politic- 
al reforms are complicating its 


Since President Chadli Ben- 


jedid accelerated the reform 
program me after bloody anti-au- 
sterity youth riots in October 
1988, Algeria has become one of 
the Arab World's most liberal 
countries. 

A new constitution adopted by 
referendum in February 1989 
guaranteed freedom of express- 
ion and assembly, the right to 
strike and the rigpt to form poli- 
tical parties. 

Newly-created political parties 
— ranging from Muslim fun- 
damentalists to free-e n te r prise 
liberals — vie for popularity 
ahead of promised elections while 
workers demand better pay and 
conditions. 

Tax collectors, jewellers, steel 
workers, junior doctors in hospit- 
als and students recently went on 
strike in various parts of the 
country. 

Prime Minister Moukmd Ham- 
rouehe said on television last 
week the reforms had run into 
trouble and urged workers to 
show more discipline and refrain 
from industrial action. 


“These strikes are damaging 
the workers and the country. 
They are prolonging the critical 
period of three years we need to 
get out of this crisis,” he said, 
accusing opponents of reform of 
plotting to under mine a nascent 


Algeria’s current economic 
problems stem from the 1980s’ oil 
[nice collapse which forced dras- 
tic mt s in imp o r t s and an auster- 
ity drive. 

Some 95 per cent of all Algeria’s 
foreign currency earnings come 
from oil and gas exports. To wean 


economic reforms are designed to 
allow more competition. 

Most independent analysts 
agree the economic oudook is 
unlikely to improve for some time 
and amid get worse in the short 
term. 

“What you have bere today is a 
lot of political freedom and an 
economic mess and a population 
increasingly reluctant to put up 
with hardship,” a Western diplo- 
mat sajd. . . . 


Israel stifles Arab labour 


By Afl Dqjmri 


The following article is an addres 
made by Ah Dajam, advisor to 
the Amman Chamber of Indus- 
try, to an ILO fact-finding mis- 
sion that visited Jordan last week. 

THE Arab Employers’ Organi&K 
tioos’ in the Israeli-occupied terri- 
tories are deadly paralysed. The 
chambers of commerce have not' 
had any elections since 1967, be- 
cause toe Israeli authorities 
ignore toe Jordanian Chambers 
of Co mm erce Law No. 41 for 
1949. They refuse to enforce the 

business establishments should 
first register at the chamber be- 
fore obtaining or renewing their 
annual trade licences. Conse- 
quently, the ch am bers ’ revenues 
have dwindled to toe brink of 
bankruptcy, and they subsist on 
meagre fees and voluntary sub- 
scriptions which harcfly meet their 
sustenance requirements. The 
chambers' members are not 
allowed to hold annual meetings, 
and if they do, it is under the 
threat of either being disbanded, 
rathe office-holders suffer deten- 
tion. 

Employers s u ffe r from the 
arbitrary enforcement by the 
Israeli authorities of occupation 
of the British defence (emergen - 
cy) regulations of 1945. These 
regulations allow such measures 


By Alan Eisner 


as boose demolition, deportation 
and detention without trial, in 
falgrant violation of the Geneva 
Convention and the 1907 Hague 
Regulations winch forbid house 
demolition, finable deport atio n 
and detention without trial. 
These regulations as kept in 
force, violate human rights and 
freedoms and indeed, the Univer- 
sal Declaration of Human Rights. 

The same c onstr aints imposed 
on the chambers of commerce are 
applied to the engineering, medic- 
al and advocates’ 'onions and 
others. 

The British defence (emergen- 
cy) regulations were in fact re- 
voked by the Jordanian govern- 
ment, but the Israeli authorities, 
brought them back to life for 
ulterior motives and to perpetu- 
ate the occupation and frighten 
away the Palestinian population. 

Employers are not allowed to 
attend any Arab commercial or 
industrial seminar or conference. 
This rule applies more rigidly to 
the employees in Arab Jeru- 
salem, who contrary to all inter- 
national conve nti on s are denuded 
of tins freedom nod rf gfrt of 
attending Arab- economic meet- 
ings under the threat of revoking 
their Israeli re-entry permits. It is 
to be mentioned, in this respect, 
that Israeli permits to visit Jor- 
dan. ra permits for any person to 
viat the occupied areas cost somet- 
hing hkc JD 80 per person. This HD- 


reasonable fee divests persons of 
the little money they have. 

The frequent imposition of cur- 
few orders is now a matter of 
routine. There are almost daily 
orders to confine thousands' of 
people to their homes, and away 
from their occupations, 
businesses, factories and farms 
for days. Count of such orders 
has been lost. 

4 

The sufferings of the inhabi- 
tants of Beit Sahur are too well- 
known to be re-counted. Shops, 
pharmacies, workshops and fac- 
tories were divested of their con- 
tents. Even small maAmw! for 
small businesses or women- work 
at home were mercilessly confis- 


indifferent eye-witnesses to the 
excesses committed, unworthy 
and unfit of sitting with em- 
ployers in international fora. 


Measures of repression meted 
out to employers are as harsh and 
suppressive as the measures in- 
flicted on tiie Palestinian popula- 
tion as a whole. Unfort u nately, 
no separate figures are available 
about employers under deten- 
tion. 

The Israeli authorities are 
throwing all the Palestinian 
Arabs down the line of poverty, 
as a means to impoverish and 
drive them to surrender their 
national rights. The Israeli em- 
ployers and anions are accom- 
plices in their niters’ o p p re ss i ons. 
They never raised a word of 
sympathy or protest a garnet their 
authorities. They stand blind and 


WASHINGTON — The United 


vous t hat a collapse of Commun- 
ist authority in East Germany 
could lead to a headlong rush for 


U.S. afraid E. German 
collapse could lead 
to rush for unity 


ezman unmeanon, oxnaais say. 
Barely a month after Sec reta ry 


unprecedented trip to East Ger- 
many to boost tote standing of 
Prime Minister Hans Modrow, 


scheduled for May 6 and the. 
result could be a mass demand for 
speedy unification with West 


they were Utterly di sa ppo inte d 
with Modrow’s subsequent per- 


“We just don’t know yet 
whether thg tfamag<* jg go baj that 
the government w£D be unable to 
survive until the May 6 elections, 
or whether it has lost so mnch 
credibility it can’t effectively 


Another possibility which fills 
Wash in gton with anxiety would 
be a flood of emigration on a 
hitherto unprecedented scale to a 
West Germany already straining 
to absorb the hundreds of 
thousands of East Germans who 
fled across the border last year. 

The United States supports 
unification in principle but says it 


long to relate within a short space 
of time. There is no need to say 
that the. econo m y of die Palesti- 
nians is being ferociously ravaged 
by the occupation, while the eco- 
nomic ties with the Arab coun- 
tries are continuously d is r upte d. 

The stand taken by the EEC to 
import citrus fruits from the Arab 
' producers directly, is highly 
appreciated, but Israel harasses 
tods operation by delays and leng- 
thy searches, sometimes until the 
ermsignm e n t s rot. This is in line 
with their deliberate policy to 
deny the Arab population any 
prospects of income. 

Finally, the Amman Chamber 
of Industry highly values the 
onerous, but hnman task of your 
mission, and wishes to c onvey 
through yon Its apprecia- 
tion to the director general. Ins 
staff concerned and the governing 
body. We have no doubt your 
report will be explicit and 
courageous, as you are undertak- 
ing a human mission not only to 
report sufferings and violations of 
baric freedoms of unions, but also 
to call for urgent deterrent ac- 
tions ' against these incessant 
violations of the human 
legitimate national rights of the 
Palestinian Arabs. 


French to drop their opposition 
because unification is coming s»«- 
ter than any of them thinly ” said 
one European diplomat in 
Washington. 

The State Department 
said it appeared unimportant at 
the moment what governments 
did since events were being de- 
cided on the st r e ets of East Ger- 
many. 

‘The problem is that the direc- 
tion and pace of events is not 
being decided by position papers 
in chancelleries ana ministr ies but 



many,” be said. „ 

In his latest move to 




had destro ye d much of his credi- 
bility with East Germans, offi- 
cials said. 

“The Modrow gov ernm ent has 
screwed up and has been gravely 
weakened by toe Stari fiasco. Its 
ability to govern is under a lot of 

doubt,” raid one State Depart- 
ment rtffrfiiil 

The big fear in Wa shing t on is 
that the Modrow government 
could collapse before 


The United States is hoping 
that an East German government 
with a dear mandate and prog- 
ramme emerges from the polk. 

“If it doesn’t, one possibility 
coald be a very powerful ground- 
swell for immediate unification. 
That could even come sooner if 
the breakdown of tiie Commun- 
ists is so c a t as trophic that you get 
that before May,” the o ffi cial 
said. 


peacefully in the context of inter- 
national agreement and that toe 
emerging state most be tied to the 
West. 

But other key rifles like Britain 
and France, while adhering to 
this programme in public, are 
privately tmenthuriastic about the 
prospect of a big united Germany 
emerging as a dominant econo- 
mic and political force in Europe. 

“Washington’s key rote is to 
persuade the British and the 


afloat, Modrow appealed to 
opposition parlies to join in a 
coalition to steer the c oun t r y to 
elections. 

This is also the direction 
Washington is urging. It has told 
Modrow through diplomatic 
ctarmels that the United States’ 
wmirtgncss to work with ami sup- 
port him was directly connected 
to his showing a co mmitm ent to 
democratic government and re- 
form. 


simple tests should est abli sh the 
sincerity or otherwise of the pro- 
fessed anti-Zionist. Docs his or 
her stance arise from anything 
other than concern for the hit- 
man, political, and religious 
ri ghts of toe victims of Zionism? 
Is it oonristeat with his or her 
stance on other such issues 

a m a i n H rfw». WQxld? Is bC OF She 

opposed to afl fbrms of racism 
a gai nst whoever it is directed? 
Clearly, to slander those out- 
raged by Israel'a repression in the 
occupied territories, for example, 
as anti-Jewish suggests nothing - 
mare than that Zkxrism is indeed 
morally bankrupt. 


the lAflpsdpbicxl • heart of toe 
issue. No one’s rights can be 
upheld at the expense of someone 
dlse’s, and “rights” so exercised 
are not rights at afl. It cannot be 
disputed today that Zkmisui in 
practice has meant’ at one time 
Sr another toe denial and viol*, 
tion of every right conceivably 
d up to another people, the 
FatestimansL This is the spfe and 
simple reason vhy. the U.N. 
General Assembly, has de r 
pounced it as Tacism. 

Whether Zionism can yet ooex- 
ist with Palestinian rights remains 
to be seen. The ZSomst-Patesti- 


The worid kno 
not be simple 


s a solution will 
one state; two 


Switching to the other ride of 
the debate, there are th ose, wh o 
argue teat Zionism is a pdtm a 
form of racism because of its 
princfole erf establishing an exeto- 
avely Jewish state. There is a 
Hanpr here of getting Tost in a 
lab yrinth ine academic argu men t 
and losing sight of the real issue: 
does Zionism necessarily entail 
the/denial of other people's fun- 
damental rights ? Ttos seems to be 


or an entirely original political 
frwmnfa That is for those who 
have to live with.it to decide. The 
FLO is on record as having 
accepted most of tifese possibili- 
ties, but most importantly, as hav- 
ing accepted toe principle of toe 
equality . of rights of Jews and 


tine. If TSnnkm wishes to died its 
racist labelit should make a start 
fay doing the same. — Nfiddte 
East International, London. 


Freedom of choice 

To toe Editor; 

YOUR issue of January 21 carried the news of the recent 
government decisio n to ban serving ateohohc beverages at official 
functions, and the plan to stop serving hquor on Royal Jordanian 
to the Arab World. 


that the 
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■ My concern is with Royal Jordanian. This “National Pride” 
has, ever the last 20 years, strived to exist in a worid. market that 
has witnessed atHwies practically going overboard in providing 
o utstanding service to attract passengers. What one must not 
forget is teat Royal Jordanian caters to a multitude of nationali- 
ties. Serving hquour on board is one of the amenities that 
passengers have come to expect from airlines. Foreign camera 
serving many Arab airports do not have tins handicap. Why put 
Royal Jordanian at a disadvantage when it is going throngh a most 
critical phase of its existence? It is not as if the airline win force 
passengers to consume alcohol bn board. Those who wish to 
abstain can certainly do so. 

After all, I thought democracy stands for, among other things, 
the freedom of choice. 

Claire de la Home 

Driving backwards? 

To toe Editor, 

DURING my readings on “Privatisation” I came* across a 
doggerel entitled “The Politician” by Ogden Nash: . 

It goes like this: 

Hie gains votes ever and anew 

By taking money from every body and giving if to a few. 

While explaining that every Penny 

Was extracted from the few to be given to the many. ■ 

This is then how the voters are being oontinnobsty deceived, 
and tins is why “privatisation” is chained to redress this wrong.- 
Now almost afl the world without exception has either initiated 
privatisation programme or moved t o wa rds it. . The highly 
industrialised Western countries, the developing world to id even 
the Communists dosed econom i es have taken some steps in the 


same direction, aioeit m varying degree;- - — 

Why then we, in Jordan, are actually doing the reverse? 
Why do we talk, attend seminars, bring cons u lt ant s and vocally 
declare onr support for privatisation and then act in the opposfte 
direction making bigger gover nm ent? 

Why are we driving bac k wards? . • 

M. Aba Sand 


a 

Open your hearts! 

To the Editor: 

A concert by the Amman City Orchestra will be held this evening 
atthe Royal Cultural Centre. The Amman orchestra wffl be 
accompanied by 25 membes of the Armed Forces Symphony 
orche stra. ^What feelings does such an event incur? excitement? 
scepticism? enfiosm? One can rest assured th»# hnrii »»«. 


cannot be achieved ov ernight 
Practice makes master” is true, but what is even tuner is that 
n^^^tope^ino^toteanLApeifonnaDcepats 

hu nt). A performance is an incentive to do better 
time put s greater st ress on perfecting coordination and 

a ^ )W5 311 opportunity for self- 

h™® 1 m **“ constructive criticism of 
the few professionals that would at te nd. 

? IIS? 1 * 1 5“ po^rtuance with an open spirit, wflfing 

^ “S P« our egManSom 
aside, aid listen to" 
have chosen for ns to enjoy. Everyone 
stated somewhere. No one started at the ton W y 
Good luck to the performers! ' - 


Frivolity too 


Nelly 


To the Editor: J 

^f Ima f y ^ mlirised for only wanting m 


as the Onen FrymmAii r ™” 00 printing oolimms mdi 

“ ne ws W cl s throughout the S'oSfte 

being the % 

po maage. A fter 

m Lebanon, cavil war m toe Soviet TJnuJ^ 8 ? 00 * ^“duapped 
«otetfons, UNRWA's 

behaviour, and so-oa. T Prowems, and McEnroe’s bad 

enjoy a Wr of frivolity 

news. J wnn me more serious (dep ress ing} 
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Water- resources in the Middle 

East region are fncneasingty t>e> 
coming scarce, in the following 
article, Marten M. HnWn 

reports on the dispute between 


Iraq and Syria on the one hand 
and Turkey on the other over the 
latter's decision to reduce the 
flow of the waters of the Eup- 
hrates River for one month. 




ia, Iraq 



over Euphrates 


AMMAN — Al l ttae vbcs die 
intcratftaMl comuaicy d 

pooling dforts to harecttnatfr 
ral 



water, my. be becom in g a 
monopoly a the bands of * few 
countries at the repos. 

Turkey’* one-monib cut- 
down in the flow of foe Eup- 
hrates River toSyria rod Iraq 
It dxvi ego hm Ode 
fl no foresee 
ugraeaKfld Off wa- 
ter i sha 
White 

a special Turkish detepa 
vismng the Arab World have 
attempted to "calm fean” aad 
"correct ramooti" Alt Turkey 
plans to starve in sontbera 
neighbours of water, the gov- 
er n me n ts erf Syria and Iraq u 
well as the Arab League have 
made several official protests' 
over tbo issue. 

Syria and Iran 
were informed of Turkey’s 
u> reduce the tow of the 
brain tor- one month. Both 
countries bad o&tixHy called 
on Ankara to reduce the period 
of the cutback to JO dim or wo 
weeks, pointing oot that their 
agriculture and hydro-power 
plants would be adversely 
effected and that rntfikm* of 
people would softer as a remit. 

In an ardriepuhtished by the 
Baghdad daily. A! Thom*, 
Jan. 12, Iraq called for ■ tripar- 
tite agreement that would reg- 
ulate the usage erf toe Eup- 
hrates among the three eo«ui- 


and Iraq have bees 


quoted as tayfor. "They (Syria 
wad Iraq) don’t have any objee- 
OOP* iao nicy cun oojoa n 
the pin 
taw. 

From Nov. 23. Turkey in- 
creased tbe water Sow to Syria 
to 750 abac metre* a second » 


Syria and Iraq coc 

nriw* * fw pp fcf g fti-U tt 


Kurdish community. The effi- 




of the Oft< 


SSperoemof 
rows! Sow of the 



dab asserted that improving 
the largely impoverished 
Kurds' living standards by 
an agricultural and in- 

urfiasoructure was Ank- 
ara's way of rinding with the 

unrest,** 

rebels ay they are 
fighting for autonomy from 
Turkey and have accused Ank- 
ara of destroying the local agri* 
cultural mfrasoucture with its 
{Jans to industrialise the 
gion. 




non » Syria. 



dcot oe the 
Iraq, could 
low of foe river to Iraq. It is 
more to i rti lW 
the rives to foe foUest. Syria’s 
areieulraral sector and hydro- 
electric power plants air largely 
dep on d om on foe Eopbaua 



ing Amman tan week eamha- 
steed that the cutback ban no 
hw te wi reeaoM. 

The waremrnti made by Tur- 


ing the last three months info- 
cate otherwise, according to 
ob se rver*. Referring to border 
attacks mounted by Kurdish 
rebels based in Syrian territory 
or SyrianrOQcnroUed Lebanon, 

#Umi ri i4 t n g miQQgaiy fay Tor- 

key's estimated eight mflSon 
Kurds, Oal aid: w Of course 
foe water wiD be supplied (to 




over 10 years, bat Turkey, 
while not cutrigbtfy rejecting 
the proposal, has ooosutently 
"evaded” the issue, according 
to Dr. HtiasSalameh, p r ofessor 
of hydrology and d ire c tor of the 
Water Research and Study 
■Centre at foe University of 
Jordan. 

During foe expec ted one- 
month cut-back Syria and Iraq 
wilt receive tag water from foe 
tributaries of foe Euphrates, 
estimated at me fourth of foe 
regular flow of SGO cubic metres 
per second. 

A Turkish delegation via ted 
Amman test week nod font 
consultations bad been taking 
place since last November be- 
tween Turkish officials and 
their Syrian and Iraqi counter- 
parts. 

At the time, a Foreign Minis- 
try spokesman in Ankara was 


and as tag as Syria abides 

have doubts 


that Sgria is abifong by these 



Renter* news agency quoted 
a Turkey Foreign Ministry 
source saying that water 
to Syria was linked 
with action by.BamasoB to 
prevent cross binder raids by 
rebels of foe Marxist Kurdish 
Workers Party (PKK). 

Syria bad agreed uniter a 
security protocol signed when 
Ozal was prime mzntetcr in 1967 
to keep movements by Knxtfish 
rebels under check. ' 

The Ataturk dam is one of 21 
tribe built in so utheaster n *IW- 
key by foe year 2001 under a 
Sll bfflioo programme aimed 
mainly at raising firing stan- 
dards in an economically back- 
ward area.' According to Tur- 
iosfa offidab, the area is inha- 
bited largely by the country's 


Syria faces large and mount- 
ing water shortages in pan be- 
cause of drought and in part 
because of ""man-made” obsta- 
cles. Some experts, including 
Dr. Salameh, estimate that 
Turkey’s project to irrigate its 
southeastern provinces could 
reduce annual Euphrates flow 
iaso Iraq by two thirds once the 
project is completed. 

Iraqi sources say that it 
would take four to five years at 
bett to fill the Ataturk dam 
alooe if rain fall is above aver- 
age ami up to right years if 
rainfall is below average. The 
imptotion of long-term plans 
to utilise foe Euphrates waters 
for filling foe Ataturk dam 
could thus be much greater 
than seems evident from foe 
onc-monfo long cut-down oar 
foe water flow. 

At present four-fifths of 
Iraq’s water originates from 
ovtside its borders, mainly from 
the Euphrates and the Tigris 
rivers. Baghdad threatened 
military action in 1975 and 1984 
as tensions rase with Damascus 
over foe sharing of 'foe Eup- 
hrates waters when Iraq ac- 
cused Syria of seeking to use its 
dams to bold back water flows 
into Iraq. 

Jordanian experts .estimate 
that if Turkey and Syria imple- 
ment all their development 
plans, the amount of water en- 
tering Iraq from the Euphrates 
could be reduced from 30 bfl- 
Eon cubic metres to 11 bQlion 
cubic metres. This would be 
two billion cubic metres less 
than Iraq claims will be a mini- 
mam requirement for its agri- 
cultural projects. 


Iraq’s use of the Euphrates 
for irrigation purposes dates 
back to 6,000 years. It was also 
foe first of the three states to 
build modern water works on 
the river. Turkey and Syria 


launched plans to utilise foe 
Euphrates much later. 

nans to achieve flood control 
began earlier tins century by 
the three countries. Altho u g h 
technical consultations among 
foe three have taken {dace since 
foe 1960s, pfenning has taken 
place mostisy cm a country by 
country basis. 

At present k joint Syriaa- 
Turirish-Iraqi technical commit- 
tee is entrusted with consulta- 
tions. 

Legal aspects 

The first iWeruationaT treaty 
regarding usage of waters 
signed In Geneva in 1923 by foe 
League of Nations said that 
states must consult each other 
In case any construction would 
effect foe flow of water across 
bottlers. It also said that nego- 
tiations must take place ia case 
a country suffered adverse 
effects from such construction. 

Hpwever, the treaty and 
others that followed seem not 
to have effected the old concept 
that states have full sovereignty 
over international waters pas- 
sing through their territory re- 
gardless of the rights of other. 

A co nf er e nce on the water 
resources in the Arab World 
and their strategic importance 
held in Amman last April con- 
chided that "international laws 
that regulate riparian rights are 
not adequate, what gives foe 
right to a country in using a 
certain portion of a water re- 
source is only historical norms 
and conventions. Also, the 
highest internationally accept- 
able abiding rules in exploiting 
a certain water resource be- 
tween neighbouring countries 
are those based on mutual 
agreements. However, there is 
no international - organisation 
that can implement such agree- 


sbould strongly and urgently 
seek foe drawing up of agree- 
ments with friendly non-Arab 
countries concerning the ripa- 
rian rights of common water 
resources. Justice, norms and 
historical usage of the water 
resource should be the basis of 


ia 


The only known agreement 
which exists at present is a 
protocol rimed by Turkey and 
Syria in 1978, in which Turkey 
promised to release 500 cubic 
metres per second to the Syrian 
side of the border. 

In April 1975. an accident at 
a new dam project in Syria 
reportedly reduced the Eup- 
hrates flow from Syria into Iraq 
by 80 per cent. This endangered 
foe livelihood of three million 
Iraqi fanners and caused a mas- 
sing of troops on both sides of 
the Iraqi -Syrian border. 

An annual publication enti- 
tled “Water in the Middle East 
Conflict or Cooperation" pub- 
lished by the University of 
Pennsylvania said that Iraqi 
officials, albeit in private, 
admitted that after foe Saudi 
Arabian government mediated 
between Baghdad and Damas- 
cus that "an understanding was 
reached with Syria to apportion 
60 per cent of the Euphrates 
waters to Iraq and 40 per cent 
to Syria." 


ference lari April. One of the 
final recommendations re- 
quested Arab funds "not to 
support develop* meat projects 
in non- Arab countries sharing 
water resources with Arab 
countries without drawing up of 
agreements concerning foe 
riparian rights of the countries 
involved." 

Dr. Salameh bebeves that 
""water is foe single most impor- 
tant issue in the Arab World 
today. It is detrimental to our 
survival and water issues have 
to be addressed now and soluti- 
ons have to be found 'yester- 
day.’ If we consider the future 
water needs of Turkey, Syria, 
and Iraq and which are increas- 
ing every year, it is unlikely that 
some son of confrontation will 
not take place if water sharing 
agreements are not made and 
implemented in the near fu- 
ture.” 


Women’s chest 
pain may signal 
artery disorder 


By Pul Raeburn 


% 


SAN ANTONIO — Teas of 
thousands of women in foe Un- 
ited States diagnosed each year 
with chest pun and no signs of 
bean disease may be sonering 
from a treatable disorder of foe 
small arteries, a researcher said 
recently. 

Many of these women, who 
often experience intense pain, are 
beig treated for psychiatric dis- 
orders because no physical symp- 
toms can be found with conven- 
tional tests, said Dr. Richard 
Cannon of the National Heart, 
Lung and Blood Institute in 
Bethcsda, Maryland. 

"Many have been mislabeled 
as neurotic or hysterical 
women,'* Cannon said. “They 
truly have a pain syndrome." 

Among their symptoms is a 
condition Cannon calls "sensitive 
heart," in which they experience 
sharp pain when test probes are 
threaded into arteries near their 
hearts. 

Ordinarily such probes pro- 
duce no pun. Cannon said. He 
described his research at the 
American Heart Assocation's 
annual science writers' forum. 

His studies have shown that 
many of foe patients are suffering 
from a disorder 1 m calls micro- 
vascular angina, in which blood 
flow may be blocked in very tiny 
arteries that nourish the heart. 

The arteries ate too small to 
show up on angiograms, in which 
dye is injected into the larger 
coronary arteries to look for 
blockages, he said. The condition 
has sometimes been called "Syn- 
drome X," because its cause was 
unknown. 

Cannon said that about 100,000 
people in the United States each 



year have ' c&t pain, or angina, 
with no ett^mce of blockage of 
the coroniit arteries. Most are 
women. 

The cowl • ion may be common 
in men, too, but it occurs m 
middle age and later when many 
men already have developed 
coronary artery blockages. Those 
blockages hide' underlying micro- 
vascular angina. Cannon said. 

A variety of treatments exist to 
relieve the pain, Cannon said. 
The treawtments include many of 
the standard heart drugs. 

The patients arc identified in 
because they have reduced 
of blood to foe heart. Can- 
non said. 

Studies have shown that the 
patients appear to have a dis- 
order of the so-called "smooth 
muscle” in arteries. The smooth 
muscle causes arteries to tighten 
and relax as they help regulate 
blood pressure and blood flow. 

The patients are unusually 
sensitive to drugs that constrict 
foe blood vessels, and somewhat 
insensitive to drugs that relax 
blood vessels. Cannon said. 

They also commonly have dis- 
orders of the esophagus and an 
asthmalike condition in the 
bronchial tubes. 

The disorder could be caused 
by some defect in the smooth 
muscle itself, or it could be a 
problem in the portions of foe 
brain and nervous system th3t 
regulate foe contraction and re- 
laxation of smooth muscle. Can- 
non said. 

Although micros oscular angina 
is not a psychiatric condition, 
some psychiatric drugs appear to 
relieve the chest pain, perhaps 
because they alleviate a disorder 
in the nervous system’s regulation 
of the smooth muscle. Cannon 
said. 


Participants in that recom- 
“Arab countries 


Although Turkish officials 
said in Amman fast week that 
the Ataturk dam was built sole- 
ly from the funds of the Turkish 
government budget, some Arab 
sources insist that "Arab and 
Mamir funds financed a great 
deal "of the project." 

While the significance of such 
external funding, provided the 
assertion is correct, remains 
open for interpret a tion. Arab 
water experts seemed to refer 
to the Ataturk and possibly 
other projects at the water con- 


Latest in electronic gear: 3-metre $10,000 TV 


I 



By Robert Macy 
The Associated Press 

LAS VEGAS — There was a 
video game controller foe player 
doesn't even need to touch. 
There was hand-held copier -and 
telephone-facsimile unit tint can 
send and receive Jtraronusaaons 
from ceBular phones. There was 
even a TV screen measuring 10, 3 
metres from corner to corner. 

Industry officials predict more 
than 510 bfilion in order s wffl 
result from the winter co nsum er 
electronics show, which dosed 
last week after displaying what's 
hot in electronic gadgeny for the 
1990S. 

Thousands of products cap- 
tured foe imagination of foe wore 
ft««n 70,000 manufactorers, deal- 
ers and journalists who visited foe 
four-day show. 

"The mood for 1990 is. very 
beat," show spokeswoman 
"* 'a Upson said. ‘The se re - 
just came off the Christ- 
mas selfing season. Many were 
here looking into what’s new far a 
new decade. RetaSezs say they 
expect a nice volume for foie 
spring selling season. When yon 
hear that, you know you’ve h«l a 
successful, show." 

Show officials say foe winter 
ele ct r oni cs show and its summer 
counterpart, which will be held m 
Chicago, stimulate orders total- 
ing nunc than half of the oansuai-' ] 
- ^bettonks industry's sales. 1 
Factory asks for the industry 
„e e xp ected to reach a record 
533.412 fcflSon in 1990, up from 
2.166 Kffion in 1989: 

The major players at foe show 
..oe big ticker hems such as 
home advances ~— 

giant video and sunoadd-soond 
audio — - ■ foot turn at living room 
into a homo theatre. A feo. <& ■ 
played were, digital sound systems, 
that give a car or home the sound 
of a concert haS or cathedral. 

Mitsubishi introduced * it**- 
TV with a 120-inch 
■metre) screen. The 
1,000. . . 

New home automation 


allow a proton away from home 
turn on foe dishwasher, lock 
doors, set alarms, programme the- 
VCR or tom on the air condition- 
er, aB fay telephone. 

But smaller electronic gadgets 
continued to capture foe imagina- 
tion of visitors to the show, which 
is considered a fantasy land for 

lAiiw 

Broderbuad Software unveiled 
a vute© game controller that it 
says efinmates all physical con- 


tact between player and machine. 
Instead of a joystick or button, 
foe player uses hand movement 
to produce a response. In the 
"Mute Tyson’s Punch-out" game, 
for example, throw a left jab in 
the air and you. throw a left jab at 
a video version of the champ. 

Panasomc-Tecbnks offered a 
car ratio that owners can prog- 
ramme for fodr favourite type of 
music. The radio picks up the top 
station in the selected category as 


the driver moves from city to city. 

Franklin Computer and Selec- 
troruc introduced hand-held com- 
puters that seek out bible verses 
with die touch of a button. Frank- 
lin also displayed a tiny computer 
that provides definhinm, spelling 
and grammatical guiddmes for 
more than 250,000 words in Span- 
ish and English. 

Pop anger Michael Jackson 
gets into the act with a new video 
game by Sega dubbed “Moonwal- 


ker." The game features detailed 
animation based cm actual film 
footage of Jackson's dance 
moves. In the game, Jackson 
rescues children who have been 
kidnapped by an evfl enemy. 

Ricoh offered compact pro- 
ducts for the office on-the-go, 
including a hand-held copier rod 
telephone-facsimile unit that can 
send rod receive transmissions 
from modular or cellular phones. 




JORDAN 


Solutions 




Jordan has been established as a joint venture 
Jordanian company in Amman to supply all your process control 
needs. 

— Field instrumentation / measuring devices. 

— Scada systems. 

— Distributive control systems. 

— Stand alone batch, sequence and dual loop controllers. 

Bailey Controls provides ali the control needs for all industrial sector 
— power, petrochemical, chemical, refinery, food and beverage, 
water and water treatment , solar energy, pipe lines and the list 
continues, but the bottom line is — if you need a control system we 
supply it. 

Bailey Jordan not only provides systems and products for your 
control needs but supplies local engineering, field support, training, 
techenicai support, and a parts facility all of which eliminate your 
dependence on costly out of country services and delays. 

If you would like additional information regarding our company 
please contact us. 

For prompt, personal attention 
to your sales and service needs, contact . . . 

Bailey Controls Jordan 

For Proce s s Control Sende es Ltd. 

P.O. Box 2310 - Amman - Jorctan 
Telephone: 962-6415615 Ea. 864. 865 ■ 962-6-795908 
Tetefax: 962-6-795908 • Tela*: 21259 JEASAK JO 
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Air Freight FonrenSag 




Tfcktllflj mud 


AMIN KAWAR & SONS 
Abdel Hamid Share! Street 


P.O. Box 7806 

u ■ 

Amman. Jordan 

Tel. 604676. 604696 





CROWN 

1NTL EST. 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storaging, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 


The WHS KONGO JO 

PjO. Box way 


EVERY 

DAY 


PEOPLE WHO NEEV 





UAJHTENANCE 
SERVICES 

CALL USJ 


Electrolux 



P.O. Box 923229 AMMAN 


TeL 60 4671 




Efeaurtj 

TbflMtM 


fBtforan 

istGtde, Mai Amman, near 


pJSL 

&30-Midmght 

T*tmm 
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MANDARIN 
ChiiMn Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Cftnese Hairing pot is available 


Opctidmljr 



I2M-IS-30 
1W-2330 

WadiSaqra Road - near Traffic 

Amman, Jordan 

TeL 661922 / 


/ 


STUDIO HAIG 

. _ .V - 

Fipfouioml Quality is 
1 Hoar Servicb 
Develop your cokxir film at 
ear shop rod get> 

* JUMBO photo 


wo *mi*rp 

20 x 30 


Shmdsroi - Opp. Grindfeys 
fbmfc- Phone: 604042 
Swefiefa (eh 823891 


Slide film 
Processing by 


RENT 


04 


, ‘.L ■’ k » V 6 r-Ar i r 


Same Day Service 
for ad E6 films at 

Salbashian 

Trading Co. 

Wadi Saqra sir. 

Next to Petra Bank 
Headquarters 

Tel : 633418 


PACKING 


Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
In West Amman area. 

CALL SOHA 
Rental Dept 687821/22 


/ DOOR-TOD(X)R SCR VICES. 
INTERN ATI ON A I FOR W A RDINO 
! AIR <1 Sf_A FREIGHT 


| TEL: 621 775 
I TLX : 23 023 


I 

Ik 


AMMAN JORDAN 


I 

I 
I 
I 

FAX: 656 270 | 
FOB : S 15 408 _ 


I 

J 
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CHEN'S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 
Mongolian BtrbeqiM lor 
Ltinch Friday only 
. Tel: 816214 
Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.ifi. * 

\ 6:30 -Midnight / 






tut* 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

msmmsun 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
avafiable 

Open Dally t£30-&30pni 
7.30-71,30 pm 

After the PhBadefohla Hotel 
DMfdv 3rd diets 


Tc-I 659519 659520 



■ . 1 , ^ ^ _ 


" \ 
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Jordan parliament faces 
harsh economic reality 


AMMAN (R) — Revived democracy has given 
'Jordanians more say in economic policy bat they 
' cannot avoid painfol belt tightening, economists say. 


\ “Can people sustain the press* 
nie of rising prices? Fm afraid it 
a ;might burst,” said Fakhri BQbeis- 
■’si, a banker. 

*’ Jordan, long cushioned by 
LArab aid and foreign loans, be- 
'^an IMF-agreed reforms lat April 
V» th price increases which 
” ‘spa. „cd riots. Hastily -called elec- 
tions, the first in 22 years, pro- 
'dnccd a parliament which is now 
'^debating a 1990 austerity budget. 

Finance Minister Basel Jar- 
■daneh told Reuteis be expected 
■ the House finance committee to 
approve, with minor changes, a 
~ budget which would cut real 
* 'spending and increase tax re- 
venue. 

* ' After years of price stability, 
the cost of living rose 26 per cent 
'last year, matching the erosion of 
- the dinar’s dollar value,, but Jar- 
daneh predicted slower inflation 
in 1990. 

“Assuming the dinar remains 
stable, 1 expect inflation of 12 or 
13 per cent,” he said. “If we get a 
good agricultural season and 
vegetable prices stay down, it 
could be in single figures.” 

; Government employees have 
had no general pay rise since 
1985. Private sector workers have 
done better, but in most cases 
{heir increments have not kept 


pace with recent inflati on. 

Parliament, keen to root out 
alleged government corruption, 
has set up a committee to probe 
responsibility for the economic 
crisis and many deputies have 
complained about rising prices. 

Some plan to ask the govern- 
ment to tift a lid of secrecy on the 
finances of the debt-ridden airline 
Royal Jordanian and to demand 
public scrutiny of the affairs of 
farm marketing boards and other 


The government has pledged to 
ease the hardships of the poor 
and has allotted about 590 mufion 
for food subsidies. 

But it will have to ask Jordan’s 
fast-growing population to swal- 
low tower living standards while it 
tackles die long-ignored prob- 
lems of high spending and bor- 
rowing winch depleted foreign 
reserves and caused the dinar’s 
collapse in October 1988. 

The government says progress 
has been made. 

Arab aid helped steady the 
dinar in August after it had lost 
two-fifths of its dollar value. The 
devaluation deterred imports and 
made exports more competitive, 
cutting the trade deficit by a third 
to $1.15 billion from $1.7 billion 
in 1988. 


Remittances from Jordanians 
working abroad dropped to $700 
mflfion from $900 million the 
previous year, but Jardaneh told 
Parliament that the 1989 balance 
of payments was still likely to 
show a surplus of more than $200 
million. 

Exports of phosphates, potash, 
and fertilisers earned Jordan $560 
miTh' nm last year and the lower 
dinar contributed to a late suq§e 
in farm exports to Saudi Arabia 
and the Gulf. 

Yet business confidence re- 
mains low and prospects of future 
Arab aid are uncertain. Officials 
say 20 per cent of Jordanians are 
unemployed, while foreigners 
make up ha If the workforce. 

"The construction sector was 
virtually dead last year and pros- 
pects look no better for 1990,” 
one le adin g contractor said. 

There was little growth in the 
economy last year after it shrank 
by 3.5 per cent in 1988, but the 
government is hoping for expan- 
sion of about three per cent tins 
year. 

It will also seek Parliament’s 
support for tiie five-year plan 
agreed with International Monet- 
ary Fond to reduce the budget 
deficit, cut consumption and 
boost exports. 

Jordan sought IMF help last 
year to reschedule its foreign 
debt, which readied $8.3 billion, 
including $1.8 billion in tmdis- 
bursed loans, at the end of 1988. 


Government 
widens outlays 
for meat sales 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Supply has decided to allow 
centres which sell imported fresh 


meat all days of the week except 
those days when imparte d fresh 
beef is mstribnfed in Jordan. 


A statement said the ministr y 
would also allow these centres to 
sell imported frozen meat pro- 
vided they acquire advance 
approval from the ministry. It 
added that an electric saw for 


provided at the shop and die 
meat should be kept in refrigera- 
tors at minus 15 degrees to pre- 
serve it in good condition. 

The statement warned all mer- 
chants against selling frozen meat 
as being fresh meat, arid said 
violators would be prosecuted 
risking loss of their licences. 

According to the ministry 
statement, the new measure, 
which takes effect immediately, 
was taken as a result of stoppage 
of fresh meat imports from Bul- 
garia and Romania except for 
limited consignments of fresh 


Japan may swap market access, 
cash for stable oil supplies 


TOKYO (R) — Japan is ready to 
open its huge domestic oil-pro- 
ducts market to Middle Eastern 
nations and offer them cash and 
technology to exchange for 
- guarantees of stable oil supplies 
in the 1990s, oil industry and 
government sources say. 

Japan has recently started ex- 
changing visits of high-level offi- 
cials with Mideast countries. In 
the past, such visits were rare 
despite Japan's heavy depend- 
_ence on huddle East oil. 

“Both Japan and the Middle 
>East nations are interested in 
! developing the existing seller-' 
■'.buyer oil relationship into some- 
thing more mutally dependent,” 


said Tsutomu Toichi, chief eco- 
nomist at Japan’s privately run 
Institute of Energy Economics. 

Saudi Arabian Oil Minister 
His ham Nazer will arrive in 
Tokyo Thursday as part of a trip 
to the Far East, which also in- 
cludes visits to Indonesia and 
South Korea. 

Nazer said in Jakarta Saturday 
that the trip focused on the possi- 
bility of cooperating on refining 
and marketing projects. 

“There is no obstacle on our 
part to oil investments by the 
Gulf states,” Masaji Yamamoto i 
director-general of Japan’s Agen- 
cy of Natural: Resources and 
Energy; said this month. He vi- 
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U.S. dollar 
Pound Seeding 


Swiss franc 
Fren ch franc 
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656-0 662.0 
1083.9 1094.7 
387.4 391.3 

436.0 440.4 

114.0 115.1 
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(far 100) 


Japanese yen (far 100) 449.2 453.7 

Dutch guilder 343.7 347.1 

Swedish crown 106.0 107.1 

Italian lira (for 100) 52-1 52^6 

Belgian franc (for 10) 185.0 186.9 




LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 


sited Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and 
the United Arab Emirates in mid- 
January to discuss long-term 
crude supplies to Japan. 

Oil industry sources agree that 
Japan has no choice but to buy 
more oil from the Mideast in the 
1990s due to rising demand and 
declining supplies from some 
sources, such as China and In- 
donesia. 

Japan already imports more 
than two thirds of its oO from 
Gulf nations. 

“The Gulf countries can be 
sure they wifi get enough ««h 
and technology from Japan in the 
90s, particularly in the energy 
section,” Toichi said. 

A government ' official said 
Japan’s largesse would mainly 
take the form of technical assist- 
ance and private-sector invest- 
ment as the gross national pro- 
ducts of Mideast countries ex- 
ceeded the ceiling for Japan’s 
official development aid. 

Japan’s Arabian Oil Company 
(AOC) produces crude in the 
Neutral Zone between Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait 

Some Japanese and Gulf indus- 
try sources predict Japan will get 
an extension of the AOC conces- 
sion, which expires at the turn of 
the century, in exchange for ac- 
cess to its oil-product markets. 


In a related development, Sawt 
A1 Shaab Arabic daily reported 
that no new deals will be made' 
from now on for the importation 
of Bulgarian and Romanian 
meat. The paper quoted a Minis- 
try of Supply official as saying 
that there was a shortage of meat 
in the two European countries 
and the decision was taken there 
to stop exporting lamb and beef 
meat - to other countries. 


‘Sudanese 
are rich’ 

KHARTOUM (AP) — The lead- 
er of Sudan’s military junta says 
Sudanese have $40 billion in fare - \ 
ign assets, enough to pay the 
country’s national debt three 
times over. 

In a televised speech from 
western Sudan, Omar Hassasn A1 
Bashir said that if used properly, 
the deposits were enough “for 
solving the country’s economic 
problems.” 

Sudan, in northeastern Africa, 
is the continent’s largest country 
and one of the world’s poorest 

The war has disrupted the eco- 
nomy so badly that hundreds of 
thousands of people, mostly civi- 
lians, have died largely through 
starvation from war-caused 
femme. 

Failure to meet payments on its 
$13 billion debt has caused the 
International Monetary Fund and 
even Arab donors to freeze new 
loans to Sudan. 

In his speech, the junta leader 
blamed me country’s predica- 
ment on “partisan policies” of 
Prime Minister Sadek AJ 
Mahdi’s civilian government, 
ousted in a June 30 coup. 

The military gove rnm ent “in- 
herited a chaotic economy” but 
had convinced some of the Arab 
donors to resume financing of 
projects in Sudan, because the 
government lacks necessary 
money to carry them out on its 
own. 
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STOCK MARKETS 


SYDNEY — The market dosed weaker, dragged down by the 
bearish influence of Tokyo and fears Wall Street could follow suit. 
The All Ordinaries dosed down 3.6 at 1,661.2. 

TOKYO — Share prices plummeted as news swept the market 
that U.S. bond futures were heavily sold after the New York 
, dose, sparking fears of a sharp reaction on Wall Street. The 
•Nikkei crashed through 37,000, plunging 599.04 to 36,778.98. 

HONG KONG — Share prices dosed slightly easier after thin and 
narrow-range trading. Most locals closed their books ahead of the 
lunar new year holidays that begin Thursday night. The Hang 
•Seng dosed 6.6 lower at 2,75639. 

SINGAPORE — The Straits Times Industrial Index dosed below 
.1,500 as share prices fell sharply across the board in moderately 
-active trading. The 30-share index of Singapore blue chips dived 
25.48 to end at 1,495.25. 

BOMBAY — Share prices ended mixed on stray profit-taking 
after the market opened higher. 

FRANKFURT — A sharp fell on the Tokyo exchange and fears 
U.S. shares would record large losses drove German stocks down 
2.5 per cent. The Dax Index sl'iumped 45.11 points to 1,756.41. 

PARIS — French share prices ended weaker but well off 
midsesston lows, as a stronger tiian expected opening on Wall 
- Street sparked an afternoon recovery. The CAC-40 index ended 
30.63 points down at 1,881.73, 

LONDON — Shares rallied from So ws in late trade as Wall Street 
defied dealers’ worst fears and stabilised after an early sltxmo. Bv 
1543 GMT the FTSE was 25.0 points off at 2,266.1. 

: NEW -YORK — ■ U.S. stocks remained near.the lows of the day-at 
inkhnoming, with blue daps sfigfttl.y improved from the worst 
Jeveis. The DOW was down 55 .paints at 2559. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



1 picked up after myself once. 
All that lifting made me 
musclebound.” 



Now arrange ttw dieted letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Junblos: APRON FUROR CUDDLE BECALM 

Answer What that quarreling acting team always dM 
Just before going on stage — "MADE UP* 


U.S. budget deficit exceeds target 


per cent to $103.77 billion. The 
deficit is the d iff er en ce between 
revenue and {pending. 

As usual, the biggest spending 
categories were for the military, 
social security and other prog- 
rammes in the Department of 
Health and Human Services, and 
interest on thd national debt. 

Military spending totalled 
$27.76 binton in December and 
$71.50 billion so far this year. It is 
projected to total $286.89 b3bon 
for the entire fiscal year. 

Social security payments 
amounted to $19.91 bflfion last 
month and $59-52 billion for the 
year. It is projected to total 
$242.95 bfihon for the year. 

Interest on the national debt 
totalled $41 billion in December 
and $77.66 billion for the year 
and is projected to total $25436 
billion for the year. 

Meanwhile, analysts awaiting 
the government’s estimate of 
fourth-quarter growth on Friday 
say the U.S. economy slowed 
sharply in fee final months of 
1989 but should manage to avoid 
sliding into recession. 

“The economy continues to 
apper near, in, or beaded for 
some type of recession,” said 
Allen Sinai, chief economist for 
the Boston Company Economic 
Advisors Inc., who maintains the 
manufacturing sector is already in 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The federal budget deficit in- 
creased $14.64 MlKon ^ Decem- 
ber, meaning the deficit so far 
this fiscal year already has 
reached more than two-thirds 
permitted for the entire year, the 
Treasury Department said 
Tuesday. 

Combined with the $55.05 bit 
Hon October-Noyember deficit, 
the imbalance at the end of De- 
cember totalled $69:69 billion, 
compared to a $6738 billion de- 
ficit for the same period of fiscal 
1989. 

This means that although the 
government has a' lower deficit 
ceding tins year, it has spent 3.1 
per cent more tiian it (fid during 
the first three months of fiscal 
1989. 

The Gramm-Rudman deficit 
reduction law sets a $100 billion 
railing for the fiscal year that 
began Oct. 1. The 1989 deficit 
totalled $152.1 bOhon. 

However, the December imba- 
lance was 49.4 per cent lower 
♦ Ite m November’s $28.96 trillion 
and 43.9 per cent smaller -than 
October’s $26.09 biltton. 

President George Bush is sche- 
duled to send to Congress Mon- 
day his budget for fiscal 1991 that 
starts next Oct. 1. Sources said he 
will propose spending $133 tril- 
lion that will meet the Gramnt- 
Rudman goal of a $64 billion 
deficit that year. 

Revenue last month totalled 
$89.13 billion, 4.9 per cent less 
tiian received in the same month 
of fiscal 1989. Spending fell 1.3 


ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS 


Israel, Illinois sign agreement 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Illinois officials Tuesday signed a memoran- 
dum of agreement with the Israel Aircraft Industries (LAI) to 
build a helicopter maintenance centre in the U.S. state, IAI 
spokesman said. The agreement is to be carried outby the U.S. 
based subsidiary of the IAI, Israel A ir c raf t Service Incorporated, 
die state of Dfinois and the Greater Rockford Hfinois AirpOrt 
Authority, IAI spokesman Phil Henman said. According to the 
agreement, a depot-level helicopter service facility would be built 
at the Rockford airport and die installat ion wrwilri Tv> manawri hy 

the Israel Aircraft Service with the fell support of the IAI. 
Herman noted that “the completion of the proposed facility is 
predicated on the hoped for realisation of a number of commer- 
cial opportunities in the U.S.” he did not elaborate. Illinois 
Governor James Thompson signed on behalf of the U.S. state, 
Herman said. Israel radio reported the new centre would cost $3 
unman and that the IAI would invest $23 millio n in the 

installation _ 

Israel, USSR to sign business accord 

TEL AVIV (R) Israel and the Soviet Union are to sign an 
accord on commercial relations, next, weekend, opening the way 
- for the first business deals in 22 years since Moscow severed 
diplomatic ties, the foreign ministry said Tuesday. The accord, 
between the Israeli and Soviet chambers of commerce, will be 
signed in Moscow by Yaacov Cohen, the ministry’s deputy 
director-general for economic affairs. It will be the latest step in 
slowly thawing ties with the Kremlin following the r e sto ra tion of 
fcrw-Ievel consular ties in 1987. Science Minister Ezer Weizman 
held talks in Moscow and signed a scientific cooperation 
agreement earlier this month. 

British labour costs rise 


nA ^ rf- October- - “I stffl. think; even though the 

December fourth quarter of 1989. rides are there, 

GNP, the measure of all goods into a classical . 

and services produced, grew in sumpty be^useif 
the third quarter at a rate of 3.0 «>> the (bank) 

per cent, in the second quarter by mediately, Secur- 

23 per cent and in the first three chief economist for Fuji aecor 

months last year by 3.7 per cent, itiwin . . nf 

Most of tiie usual engines of The usual definition ofrecor 

growth, from consumer mending sion is two successive qpaarteram, 
to business investment, housing which total econo 
construction and exports, have shrinks. 

slackened but not entirely stalled, began m nnd-1981 and ended in 

Signs of anxiety are every- November 1982. g „ 

where, especially at the White Kahan and he expected fourtb- 
House in. a congressional election quarter GNP to expand ai l a 
year where President George seasonally adjurted annual raieqf . 
Bosh has advocated lo w e rin g in- 0.5 percent in the fourth quarter, 
terest rates to stimulate activity. . He anticipates ^vo od^Ar toowo. 

Bush told the National Asso- in growth as 1990 wrars on be-, 
oatkm of Homebuilders last Fri- cause of the downward trend m 
Hay that “low and stable interest interest rates, 
rates” were for a growing 

economy in a rare public show of A number of u nnsna l factors 
political arm-twisting - aimed at hurt tiie national economy m the 
the Federal Reserve Board, the final quarter of 1989, inclu d i ng a 
central U.S. hank. 45-day strike at Beoiug in Octo 


A concensus forecast of eco- 
nomists surveyed by Reuters 
foresaw the gross national pro- 
duct (GNP) CT pandmg at a sea- 
sonally adjusted anmiai rate of 


The central bank manipulates 
credit avaDabffity through' con- 
trol of money supply policies in- 
ducting interest rates. 

From about the second quarter 
of 1988 through mid-1989, the 
bank kept short-term interest 
rates high to discourage inflation 
but since June 1989 it has eased 
rates down by about 1.5 percen- 
tage points. 

The more optimistic analysts 
hope these interest-rate declines 
will help head off a full-scale 
recession, even if election- 
minded politicians want more re- 
ductions quickly. 


A number of unusual factors 
hurt the national economy in the 
final quarter of 1989, induding a 
45-day strike at Beoiug in Octo- 
ber and November that probably 
cut SI billion from exports of 
commercial aircraft,. Kalian, 
noted. 

Severe cold in December 
pushed up oil imports whUe 
prices ,for home heating -oil 
surged.- ■ 

Housing starts fell sharply in 
November and December and 
the trade deficit in November was 
tfie highest in. 11 months, 
although economists were en- 
couraged by the feet that auto 
sales rose in the final days of 1989 
and industrial production gained 
in the two -doting months. 


New data highlights 
East German dedine 


LONDON (R) — British labour costs are rising but industrial 
output is down as a result of relatively Ugh interest rates the 
government has imposed in its fight against inflation, official 
figures have showed. “Our problem is we are spending too much 
and producing too Jittie,” said Steven Bell, chief eco n o mi st at 
London merchant bank Morgan Grenfell.- The Department of 
Employment said, average unit wage and salary costs in manufac- 
turing rose an annual 5.6 per cent in the three months to 
November, after rising a revised year-on-year 5.1 per cent in the 
three mouths to October. The Central Statistical Office reported 
manufacturing production fell a provisional, seasonally adjusted 
0.7 per cent in November after a revised one per cent increase in 
October. Industrial output, which includes oil and gas production, 
dipped 03 per cent in November after a 0.9 per cent increase in 
October. Britain is Western Europe’s biggest petroleum produc- 
er. BeQ described the output figures as “pretty awful ” “For most 
of our competitors, that number is ml or negative,” be added. 


EAST BERLIN (AP) — East 
Germany’s troubled . economy 
posted its lowest gnnrtfa of the 
decade last year, expanding at 
only half tiie rate targeted by 
central planners,, the state-run 
news agency ADN reported 
Tuesday. 

ADN also said a new round of 
price increases, this time affecting 
the ferm sector, will make some 
of its products substantially more 
expensive for consumers starting 
Feb. L 

West German Economics 
Minister Helmut Haossmann said 
that cn mimmat pr e m ier Hans 
Modrow had agreed in principle 
to accept an offer of 6 bflhon 
marks ($33 billion) in West Ger- 
man am for East German small 
and medium-size businesses. 

Haossmann, speaking to repor- 
ters after meeting with Modrow, 
did not make clear whether the 
East German g o ver nm ent leader 
Had met West Ge r ma n y’s de- 
mands for tree-market reforms to 
which it has tied tiie aid. 

But he said East German offi- 
cials promised to enact new laws 
to make itself attractive to West 
German investors and spur its 
economy “in the shortest time 
possible.” 

The first measures could be in 
place within two. months, Hauss- 
mann said after heading a West 
German delegation of govern- 
ment officials, businessmen and 
bankers in the inaugural meeting 
of an intra-German economic 
commissaozL 

The panel, which also includes 
East German state economic offi- 
cials, was set up at last month’s 
summit between Modrow anrf 
West German Chancellor Helmut 
Khol to broaden economic ties 
between the two countries. 


Haossmann said be was “very 
satisfied” with Tuesday's talks on 
inter-German economic coopera- 
tion. 

“S ignificant obstacles in the 
way of restoring the health of 
East Germany’s economy could 
be overcome,” Haussmann said 
the discussions showed. 

The government’s annual eco- 
nomic report said East Ger- 
many’s “national income,” or 
economic output, grew only two 
per cerU last year. The goal set by 
East Berlin’s ousted leaders was 
four per cent. - - 

ADN quoted the head of .the 
country’s state central bureau for 
statistics, Arno Dun da, assaying 
the 1989. .economic growth~iafe 
was. the/ slowest of. the J9$fk , 

Dunda listed several factors, 
dogging the East German eco- 
nomy, but foremost. amon | those, 
was a two per cent drop, in indust- 
rial production during the fourth 
quarter that apparently was 
caused by the massive outflow of 
East German citizens to . the 
West" 

More than 340,000 East Ger- 
mans fled in 1989. 

Meanwhile, ADN quoted East 
German printers* union chairman 
Werner Peplowski as saying there 
are 85,000 unemployed in East 
Germany, which theoretically 
should have foil _- employment 
under a centrally planned eco-. 
ooniy. 

East German officials said 
Tuesday they wanted to start 
publishing figures on unemploy- 
ment and inflation, two evils of 
capitalism that up until now did 
not exist here 

At a news conference, the Cen- 
tral Statistics Office said it was 
working on the subject and hoped 
to publish both sets of data soon. 
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to your moame wiH he best n^u 
now. Do oat linen to a batter 
friend trying to cause trouble with 


teat idea lor m&mg money, fal- 
low through. You will want w- 
BMace but need to apply as much 
charm to achieve it. 


the day to really enjoy yonsdf 
with Encode. You win now have 
two sources by which to add to 
your aoocy and business. 

VHtGOs (AuguttZZ to S ep te mb e r 
22) If you warn to Jaap gpod 
friends, don’t gel into ■ fight with 
them over money. Don't writ over 
an argument with your romantic 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 (o Febru- 
ary 19) This wffl be a marvelous 


HSOBfc fpab ro wy 20 to March 
20) Friends wM n ow ex pect you to 
bmp them with obfigatmos; so do 
so, but with great can. You wifi 
now have a sew attitude towards 


Tyson’s knockdown causes splash 


TOKYO (A?) — Japanese sports 
papers Splashed “shock" over 
world heavyweight boxing dura* 
pkm Mike Tyson going down in a 
tppfriffg f g j m ft n and a trainer 

said Wednesday that Tyson was 
"feeling not loo strong." 

Another trainer said, however, 
it was “a dip or posh or some- 
thing" in Tuesday's sparring, and 
no matter of concern. 

Promoter Don King said: “I 
didn't tec it. Bat whatever it is, 
it's good for the sport and good 
lor boxing in Japan because now 
everybody works hard." 


Tyson, preparing for bis second 
title defense in Tokyo in two 
yean, shortened his sparring, on 
Wednesday and decided to take 
Thursday off, said trainer Aaron 
SnoweU. . 

f 

"It will be Tyson's fust day off 
wnce he came here one week ago. 

• He has sparred every day since 
(ben," SooweU said. 

He said each day's sparring is 
decided on bow the boxer feels. 
"Today he said he don’t feel too 
strong, " Snowell aid. 
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. DELUXE FLAT FOR SALE 

Situated in AJ Rashid area This fiat has 2 bedrooms, 2 riving- 
rooms, dining area and a newly-fitted kitchen, bathroom and 
toilet. There are two verandas (1 enclosed). Carpets are 
fuUy-htted throughout. 

For viewing telephone; 9-1 p.m. 653246, 2-8 p.m. 

821463and 663315 


Becker falls to Wilander; 
Lendl, Edberg defy heat 


MELBOURNE (ft) - Mats WDaa- 
der returned to top form to score 
a majestic three set win over 
Boris Becker in the quarter-final 
of the Australian Open tennis 
championships on Wednesday. 

Wilander, going for h» fourth 
Australian title, was ar his classic 
best in cutting down second seed 
Becker 64, 6-4 6-2 in the 37 
degree Celsius (98 Fahrenheit) 
heat and swirl in; wind on the 
Centre Court. < 

Becker, who has never gone 
beyond the quarterfinals of the 
tournament, was lethargic in the 
heat, netting five backhands in 
losing the final game. 

Facing defeat, Becker rook off 
his protective hat for the third 
set, but it made no difference and 
he continued to be beten by the 
deadly passing shots from 
Wilander. 

Becker had come back from 
two sets down against Czechoslo- 
vakia's Miloslav Mecir in' the 
fourth round on Monday bur 


Wilander, the eighth seed, was a 
(fiffewm proposition. 

It was sweet revenge for Wilan- 
der, who was last month beaten 
by Becker during West Ger- 
many's Davis Cup final win. 

"After tbc first set I thought l 
bad a chance but I also remem- 
bered wbar he did against 
Mcri-i,” said Wilander. 

"I was a brtie surprised I was 
able to read hb sctyc as well as I 
did." 

Wilander now plays fellow 
Swede Stefan Edberg in the semi- 
finals. Edberg beat American 
David Wheaton 7-5, 7-6 (7-4), 
3-6, 6-2 on number one court 
while top seed Ivan Lendl was 
comfortably disposing of the 
Soviet Union's Andrei Cherkasov 
63, 62, 63 on Centre Court. 

Defending champion Lend! 
used hole energy to read) the 
semifinals, taking just two hours 
to outclass Cherkasov. 

“The hot wind was pretty bad. 
It was just unpleasant I did not 


British community vs. Arab insurance 


The British eomana&y soccer 
Accident Insu ra nce Co. soccer te 
Jen. 26 at the University of Jo 


team wfl meet (hr Arab life & 
am in a match to be held Friday 
rte teiawi at 2 p.m. 


The match was arranged jofcitiy by the British Embassy and the 
Arab Life & Accident Insurance Co. 


The Arab Hfc team is a relatively new team with a good record of 
soccer matches ia which i teaches and exdtfcis WM e m r 

took place which phraard their fins and sopporters. 


SECRETARY/ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

Middle East regional office of international non -gov- 
ernmental organisation is seeking secretary/administra- 
five assistant for halftime position. Excellent Arabic, 
English, and typing required. 

Experience with wordprocessing and translation desir- 
able. Send resume with references to;. 

P.O. Box 830419, Amman before January 31, 1990. 



French research and documentation centre seeks an 
assistant-secretary. 

Fluent In French and English — good typist. 

Please contact 641769-823537 


want to be out there for five 
sets," said Lendl, who was far too 
strong for his opponent. 

Lendl began the match with a 
service break, and although 
Cherkasov, ranked 82 in the 
world, rallied well in the middle 
of each set, he was never a threat. 

Lendl said his foreign legion- 
style hat, with a flap over the 
neck, was a big help, but he will 
come under str o nge r pressure in 
the semifinals, where he will meet 
either Yannick Noah of France or 
Mikael Penfors of Sweden. 

Tournament officials said that 
if the players agree they are 
considering closing the roof of the 
Centre Court for the semifinals to 
lower- the temperature. Tbc, rules 

state that if a te m perature of over 
35 degrees Celsius (95 
Fahrenheit) is forecast ar 9 a.m., 
the roof can be closed. 

"I don't enjoy being out there 
to the point of being physically 
and mentally exhausted." said 
Lendl. 


Third seed Edberg also battled 
through the heat and strong 
winds on the more exposed num- 
ber one court to see off the 
gallant challenge of Wheaton. 

The American, ranked 46 in 
die world, squandered a set point 
in the second set but won the 
third as Edberg’s concentration 
wavered in the difficult condi- 
tions. 

The hot, northerly wind Mew 
so strongly that couriside umbrel- 
las and Wheaton's chair were 
overturned but twice Australian 
Open champion Edberg reco- 
vered to break his opponent in 
the first and seventh games of the 
fourth set to set up victory. 

"I could have found myself in a 
bit of trouble if 1 had lost the 
second set," said Edberg, in- 
volved in a five-set men’s doubles 
march the previous evening. 

"I lost my rhythm almost com- 
pletely after the first set but I told 
myself to cool down and do the 
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Amman International Hotel 

Td: 841712 
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Opening lend: Kim of ? 

Most of os tmroptoin tha wc are 
dealt few enough tricks in oar 
bridge lifetime. There f ore, we mast 
make every effort to husband those 
that are our due. 

South's two-spade, opening was 
natural and forcing. Over West's, 
preempt. North, fdr three trumps 
and a ruffing value m diamonds 
made a bid of four spades prefera- 
ble to a double. Since North was 
unlikely to have as much, as an ace 


and a Bag fdr bis competitive ac- 
tion, South decided a smaO slam 
was man dun adequate. 

West's king of beans was tbc nat- 
ural had. Declarer called 

far dmnmy's ace. East ruffed and 
returned a trump, and declarer 
eventually had to concede a dia- 
mond for a roc-trick set. 

A pause for reflection before 
playing to the first trick would have 
adiri declarer to count 12 
tricks— seven spades, three dubs 
and the two rad aces. Therefore, the 
spade slam was unbeatable as long 
as declarer did not indulge in a 
trick-redu ct ion ptey. Since West al- 
most surely had a seven -card suit to 
jump to four hearts, putting up the 
ace of beam for East to ruff away is 
a prime example of that type of 
folly. 

To preserve bis 12 tricks, declarer 
should simply play low from the 
(aisle at the first trick, retaining the 
ace for a later role. Declarer can 
then ruff the heart continuation, 
again playing low from dummy, 
draw trumps and cross to the table 
with a trump. The ace of hearts 
Serves as a parting (dace for declar- 
er's losing diamond, and The small 
stem is in the bag. 
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3:30, 630,830 



RARE RUGS AND KEUMS 
FOR SALE 

Collector selling part of his rare and antique rugs and 
Keiims 19 & 20th century. Senneh. Kashqai Karabagh, 
Kazak and others. 

Tel. 823332 


HOUSEKEEPER WANTED 

A foreign family needs a Filipino housekeeper; work 
from 8:00 a.m. till 8:00 p.m. 


Please contact telephone Nos. 671526 or 
671530 during office time. 


Representative 

Wanted 

U.S. company, established 
since 1904, seeks representa- 
tive or distributor for GOOD- 
YEAR ROOF COATINGS and 
other building maintenance 
products made in U.S.A. 
Commissions paid in dollars. 


WrKe to: CONSOLIDATED 
INTER CONTINENTAL CORK, 
ISM East 9th Sferwot Cleve- 
land, Ohio 44114, USA 
Telex 980592 CONSO A. Fax: 
(218) 771-3820. 


MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT & SALE 

Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

B 

In Shmelsan), Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more information 
please call 
Wael Real Estate • 
Tel: 685342, 882097 
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EMBASSY OF INDIA AMMAN 

REPUBLIC DAY 

To mark the Republic Day of India, a flag 
hoisting ceremony will take place on Friday, 
January 26, 1990 at 10:00 a.m. at the Embassy 
of India, First Circle, Jabai Amman. All Indian 
nationals are cordially invited to attend the 
ceremony. 
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ADVERT! 

COMMODITY IMPORT 

PROGRAM (C1P) 

ATTENTION: Private sector importers 

and local banks 

Approximately $2 million in foreign exchange is 
available in Commodity Import Program (CIP) letter 
of credit financing on a first-come, first served 
basis to private sector Jordanian importers for 
eligible imports of U.S. make or manufacture.. 
Priority will be given to imports of raw materials and 
intermediate goods. 

This financing is available ai interest rates ranging 
from 8 to 1 2 per cent and is payable over periods 
as follows: 

1. Up to one (1) year for raw materials and 
intermediate goods. 

2. Up to three (3) years for capital goods. 

4 

To apply, importers should make applications 
to their local banks and request CIP financing. 
For additional information, importers or banks 
may call USAID/Jordan at tel no. 604171 and 
request to talk with CIP office personnel. 



Guana 


CONCOI 


Tel: 677420 




Cinema 


PHILADELPHIA 


Tel: 634144^8 Cinema 


IOUM 


Tel: 675571 


Cinema 


Tel: 674111 


MY SISTER 

(Arabic) 
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Webster sees reduced 
Soviet military threat 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
d i rector of die Central Intelli- 
gence. Agency (CIA) told Con- 
gress Tuesday that Eastern 
Europe's tumultuous push for 
democracy has cut the Soviet 
threat to the West. 

William Webster, in an nnnsnal' 
public appearance before the 
Senate Anted Services Commit- 
tee, said that as onchaUngcd- 
Co mmuni st control comes to an' 
end in the Eastern bloc, those 
nations’ -links to Moscow have 
.been radically rhanwA. , 

The result, he said, is a severe 
blow to the Soviet Union’s cer- 1 
tainty that Eastern Europe will 
respond to Moscow's nnUtary 
mrecnves. 

The Aimed Services Commit- 
tee is beginning work on writing a 
de&aoe budget for fiscal 1991 
with an assessment of the Soviet 
threat to the West. 

“Overall, the conventional 
threat to the United States and 
oar affiance partners in Europe 
has decreased as a result of 
changes in Eastern Europe and 
Soviet force reductions,” Webs- 
ter told the panel. 

The CIA Director cautioned, 
however, that the Soviet Union 


was vigorously upgrading its 


Webster cited the Soviets' de- 
ployment last year of two new, 
said-based, nuclear missiles; the 
continued deployment of SS-25 
and SS-24 rafl-mobOc missiles, 
and the launching of new 
Typhoon and Delta-IV ballistic 
mwsfle submarines. 

-The Soviets also have made 
considerable gains in the anti- 
submarine effort; but they still 
“win be unable at least in this 
decade to threaten U.S. subs in 
the open ocean,” Webster said. 

In what appeared to be a idea 
to head off budget cuts for the 
GLA and other intelligence agen- 
cies, Webster said the United 
States most mamtafn its intelli- 
gence capability. He pointed to 
the continued Soviet strategic 
modernisation and to t err o rism ; 
illegal drugs; uncert ain ty in Latin 
America, Aria and the Middle 
East, and weapons protiferation. 

Intelligence operations are hid- 
den in the defence dep artment 
budget, which feces significant 
cuts on Capitol H3I this year. 
Although the exact figures are 
secret, U.S. intelligence re- 
portedly spends $25 bunco to $30 


■ 

bflfion a year, just under' 10 per 
cent of the defence budget 

In his public statement, Webs- 
ter em phasis ed that the situation 
in Eastern Europe and the Soviet 
Union is in constant finx with 
widespread economic problems, 
turmoil in regional areas and the 
Communist Party’s reduced 
power. 

Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev is committed to reforms, 
but they have been slow in com- 
ing, the CIA director said. The 
chance of Gorbachev’s removal 
as Kr emlin leader is unlikely, and 
a major reversal of his policies 
would come only if he is removed 
from power, Webster said. 

Nevertheless, “we can prob- 
ably expect a continued duxdnn- 
tion — but not elimination — of 
Soviet threats to U.S: interests,” 
the CIA director said. 

A question-and-answer session 
with me m bers of the committee 
was bdd in dosed session. 

The director of the Defence 
Intelligence Agency agreed with 
Webster, telling the committee 
that the threat of “deliberate 
aggression directed against 
Europe and its extension to glob- 
al conflict is much reduced.” 


Sihanouk quits as 
head of coalition 


BEIJING (AP) — Cambodian’s 
reluctant prince, Norodom Siha- 
mook, announced Wednesday he 
bad resigned as president of the 
resistance's coalition government 
and would indefinitely cease 
meeting with oust foreign dipio- 

mflfa 

He repeated an audier state- 
ment that he would not attend 
any international conferences 
aimed at trying to resolve the 
Cambodian war. But he also said 
he would be a candidate for 
president if a political solution 
were readied and general elec- 
tions held. 

Sihanouk, who has quit several 
times in die past after disputes 
with his coalition partners, said 
be was resigning because of fore- 
ign accusations that he bad be- 
come an accomplice in the Com- 
manist Khmer Rouge’s drive to 
reg ai n power in Cambodia. 

The Khmer Rouge, which con- 
ducted a reign of terror in Cam- 
bodia from 1975 until early 1979 
when an invasion by Vietnam 
drove them from the capital of 
Phnom Penh, is miKtanly foe 
strongest of the three factions in 
the rebel coalition. 


The Khmer Rouge has claimed 
major battle victories since Viet- 
nam's announced troop with- 
drawal from Cambodia last 
' September, raising fears they 
may once again rule the country. 

Sihanouk, a nou-Com m un is t, 
always has had an uneasy rela- 
tionship with the Khmer Rouge, 
but has insisted that the only way 
to contain the group is to include 
them in any political settlement. 

Sihanouk last resigned as prerir 
dent in May 1987, when he ac- 
cused his coalition p ar tners of 
trying to discredit him and under- 
mine bis efforts to negotiate a 
settlement with Hun Sen’s pro- 
Vietnamese government in 
Phnom Penh. 

SShanouk resumed the presi- 
dent's position foe following 
February. . 

Sihanouk has behaved meccnr- 
iaHy at times, suddenly deciding 
or refusing to meet Hun Sen or 
attend peace con fe rences. 

In his latest statement, Siha- 
nouk said he would retain the 
title of chief of state of Cambo- 
dia, winch he held before being 
ousted in a 1970 conp led by the 
U.S. -backed Lon No!. He said 



Brfisce Norodom Sh—mfc 

the Lon Ned gove rnm ent was 
illegal and thus Ms old tide is still 


He said that after several sche- 
duled appointments over the next 
.few weeks he would stop meeting 
all foreign officials, diplomats 
and journalists. The exceptions 
are to be Ms “friends” from 
China and North Korea, the two 
countries where he lives most of 
theyear. 

Sihanouk has given qualified 


to dismantle both the Cambodian 
resistance and Hun Sen’s govern- 
ment and set up an. interim U.N. 
administration to run the country 
'and make preparations Cor a 



1 Ol countries ratify 11. 
treaty on women’s rights 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
The head of a U-N. committee on 
discrimination against women 
said Tuesday that 101 countries 
had agreed to terms of and in- 
tenrtinnai treaty on equal rights 
for men and women. 

Sixty U.N. members; mrinrimg 
the United States, have not rati- 
fied the document. 

Elizabeth Evatt of Australia 
said some countries have en- 
dorsed the treaty while stipulat- 
ing reservations to certa i n por- 


tions, but the committee hopes to 
encourage those nations to even- 
tually agree to all of foe provi- 


She cited Islamic cou nt ries as 
an example, saying some have 
stipulated they will not be bound 
by provisions in violation of Isla- 
mic teachings that establish diffe- 
rent rights for men and women. 

“This is something the commit- - 
tee is very about and 

has interest in. And we try to ask 
of these countries for more in- 
formation about what Islam 
means for foe status of women in. 
a particular country,” Even said 
at a news c onferen ce.,. 

The U.N. General Assembly 
adopted the measure on women's 
rights in 2979 and it became an 


international treaty after the 20th 
country ratified it m 1981. 

The treaty calls for states to 
take all appr o pri ate .'measures, 
indniSng legislation, to guaran- 
tee equal rights for men and 
women. It specifies civil rights, 
family planning, political access 
and employment opportunities as 
hey areas of concern. 

Evatt said that because 101 
mem b er s had ratified the docu- 
ment it had “universal validity.” 
Sbe said the c ommi tt e e is focus- 


ing on sane issues regarded as 
critical to the promotion of 
women’s rights worldwide. 

“No matter what country 
you’re in, violence against 
women is a big problem — 
domestic violence, rape, all lands 
of things,” she said. 

One of the most important 
-issues that foe committee takes 
np with states is their provishm of 
family planning and abortion Ser- 
vices for women, Evatt said. 

“One has to appreciate, 
though, that there are many dif- 
fering views about that through- 
out foe world and (hat is reflected 
'in the work of the committee,” 
she added. 

She said the awmlttM also 
Mans to address rircnmdsion of 


women in' sane countries, hoping 
that debate wifi lead to “ream- 
.me ndations we can make to 
'change this traditional practice.” 
Evatt said tbe basic issues in 

Urn ra mpai gw tO and foscrimma- 


health, education, political parti- 
cipation and equal ri ght* in the 
family. 

Women in developed countries 
are more concerned with their 
role in foe political process and 
ctuld care services, while those in 


undeveloped nations face more 
acute conc erns in the areas of 
health and education,” sbe said. 

“But we cross bonders. We all 
are working to change attitudes 
which »«a gp» women to a sub- 
ordinate role.” 

“Women have not be given 
adv an ceme nt wit hin foe system to 
the extent that they should and it 
should be changed,” foe farid. 

The USS. rrmunittmu Discri- 
mination Against Women w9J 
hear reports from foe following 
nations through Feb. 1: West 
Germany, Tanzania, Malawi, the 
United Kingdom, Thailand, 
Fere, Turkey, the Ukrainian Re- 
public of the Soviet Umen, Mex- 
ico, Mongolia, Egypt and 

rarwrfa 


SRINAGAR (Agencies)— Hun- 
dreds of policemen waving rifles 
and shouting “Death to foe Indi- 
an army” refused to work 
Wednesday, hampering govern- 
ment efforts to baft a violent rebel- 


deployment of foe army to con- 
tra foe agitation. 

“Tins fe the beginning of a new 
cha pter in Kashmir,” be said. 
“We have been driven to tbe trail 


At least 57 people, mostly 
mi l i t a n ts, have been kil- 
led since Saturday when the gov- 
ernment launched a crackdown 
on Kashmiri militants who want 


A total of about 1,000 potice- 
men were seen in three separate 
groups stopping cars driven by 
Cither policemen. One group erf 
about 300 shouted: “Death to the 
Indian army” and “Indians go 


independent or merge with 


One death was reported 
Wednesday. A militant was killed 
when p aramilitar y forces, fearing 
on attack, opened fire on a mob, 
a senior police official said,' 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity. 

The striking policemen, many 
in the brow n uniforms of the 
Mnstim-dommaled Jamrnit-Kasb- 
mir state constabulary, stopped 
police vehicles in the streets .ami 
urged their colleagues to join the 
protest. 

Head Constable Mohammad 
Iqbal, one of the striking police- 
men, said at least a third of the 
40,000-znan force had refused to 
report for forty to protest the 


Hitendra Narain Samara, the 
top police official in the state, 
said dissenting policemen were a 
tiny minority. 

“I have gone around the city 
and I am saying tbe poifice are not 
on strike,” he said. 

“Over the years, fundamental- 
ists and tfaeir s upp o r ters have got 
into the police force because 
there was no sc re en ing. But they 
are only a handful,” Saxena said. 

S immerin g tension between 
Kashmir police and federal 
troops flared Sunday after a 
poficeraan was shot and killed by 
soldiers enforcing an around-the- 
clock curfew in Srinagar. 

Officers in Srinagar and a 
senior government spokesman in 
New Delhi Sunday confirmed the 


Iriffing and said it was an accident. 

The striking policemen did not 
openly expre s s support for foe 
rebellion in the state. 
But one <rf then* said: "Ifae ^gov- 
ernment calls us terrorists. If that 
is tbe case, why should we fire at 
our own people.?” . 

Hie spoke, on condition of 
anonymity. 

About 300 protesting police- 
man marched to the police con- 
trol centre. 

“They (the government) call us 
Pakistani dogs. We aie not. ..Jet 
the Indian army and others know 
we will smash them if they con- 
front ns,” constable Mohammad 
Afzal told the cro wd. 

Srinagar’s police inspector 
general, Mohammad Azhar 
Nomam, appealed to the men to 
rettzm to duty and to come to him 
with any grievroces. 

Oimbhig atop Ms jeep, Noma- 
xd told the crowd: “Don't get 
agitated. Don’t get provoked.” 

Afzal said the strikers bad two 
demands: the army and other 
federal troops most leave Kash- 
mir and the gover nm ent most 
reinstate a police union dissolved 
in 1979. 

Talks aimed at soothing 


It 

it 

fraught relation sbetween In di a 
andPakistan aided in. bitter re- 
criminations over Kashmir. 
PaK«t*m Foreign Minister 



LU 
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Sahabzada Yaqub Khan and Indi- 
an Bitwnal Affairs Minister In- 
dex Gnjral met for two. days of 
talks just as violence mcpkxfed in 
the state. 

Pakistan’s e m bassy said Khan 
Indian charges that Ms 
countiy aided the Kashmiri mffi- 

M — * 

rants, 

■' “The current turmoil in' the 
Kashmir valley was purely indige- 
nous and resulted from foe denial 
of the right of seff-detennination 
to the people erf Kashmir,” the 
embassy quoted Yaqub Khan as 


Sex association . 
formed in. 
EGermany 

EAST BERLIN (R) — The Ger- 
man Sex Union (DSU) has been 


founded in East Germany fox 
those who- don’t see democratic 


to 
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An Indian Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said India protested 
against Pakistani involrement.m 
“terrorist activity” and “reiter- 
ated that Jammu nnd Kashmir hi 
an integral part of India and any 


would be unacceptable.” 

The two, countries have a Ms- 
tory of animosity and have fought 
three wars, two of them over 
Kashmir, since they gained inde- 
pendence from Britain in 1947. 
The Last war was in 1971. 


Police break service 
In Jail drag racket ;-. 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli i»6ce 
have pot a stop to the WimMedpn 
Game played by prisoned is 
vhkh tennis balls packed, wife 
serom were lobbed intofoepcB- 
m yard. They said two people 


Romanian front turns party] Japanese polls 
announces May .elections se ^ f or Feb. 18 


BUCHAREST (R) — The 
National Salvation Front (NSF), 
which has run Romania since the 
ove rth row of Nicdac Ceausescu 
last month, has set May 20 for 
general elections and said it 
would become a political party to 
contest than. 

* " The front rever se d an earlier 
pledge to lead foe country into 
the first free elections in four 
and then di ssol ve »t*nlf 

Tuesday’s near-unanimous de- 
cision by the council of the NSF 
brought cries of outrage from 
some of the 15 political parties 
which have registered since 
Ceausescu was ousted Dec. 22. 

The National Liberal Party , the 
oldest Romanian party which is 
stru g glin g to reform after 24 years 
of Geansescn’s one-party Com- 
munist rale, called the decision 
“an act of public betrayal*” 
..Students and other political 
gro np s said they would bring 
their pro tests to the streets, thre- 
to disrupt the country's 
fragile peace. 

“This is a~canpletdy illegal 

S p... they have no legitimacy to 
e,” declared tbe National 
Peasants’ Party. 

It and other parties said the 
front, which et mtoms many for- 
mer Communists, is trying to 
substitute a new one-party state 
for the okL- 

They added that the fro n t’s 
.control of the media and political 
power gave it an unfair advan- 
tage. If its members wanted to 
stand in the election they should 
first leave tbe f ront coandL 


But front leader and 'interim 
President Ion Itiescu strongly de- 
fended tire decision, saying Ms 
movement’s legitimacy “was 
given by the popular revolution 
which generated it” 

Most of the council members 
agreed with him, voting by 128 to 
eight to contest the elections, and 
by even larger margins to hold 
the polls on May 20 and to bah 
foreign fends fee any party. 

As a conce ss ion to the other 
parties it voted to invite the Un- 
ited Nations to observe the elec- 
tion. 

■ 

leading dissident Doma Cor- 
nea, who had earlier called fok 
mass protests if the front turned 
itself mto a party, quit the NSF in 
protest. 

Veteran liberal leader Ion 
Ratio was. to return from exile 
Wednesday and is tikdy to add 
Ms voice to the protests. 

. The 15 political parties are due 
to meet the front fox round-table 
discussions Saturday.' 

The Justice Ministry said the 
trial of four leading Ceausescu 
henchman also begm Saturday, 
which could dive r t public atten- 
tion from the roundtable talks. 

The four top aides to Ceahses- 
cu were charged Monday wife 
being accomplices in the crime of 


They were saved with indict- 
ments also accusing them of help- 
ing Ceausescu and Ms wife Elena 
in tfaeir vain bid to su p pre ss the 
popular uprising which toppled 
them. . 


toppled 


TOKYO (R) — Japan’s cabinet 
Wednesday fosserfved the lower 
house of Parliament and set Feb. 
18 as the date for general elec- 
tions, which will be the toughest 
test for the liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP) in its 34-year-rute. 

The two-week campaign, 
which will kick off ofikaaSy on 
Feb. 3, win show bow weft the 
rating party has survived opposi- 
tion attacks on the issue of poli- 
tical ethics, an unpopular sales 
tax and farm potiaes. 

Prime Minister TosMki Kaifo 
and other LDP leaders said their 
target was to win 2S7 seats, a 
simple majority, in the 512-mem- 
ber lower house. 
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national decisions, will be steered 
by foe LDP or the socialists,” 
LDP Secretary-General Ichiro 
Ozawa said. 

The upper house, the less 
powerful of the two chambers, is 

LDPs historic defeat in elections 
last July. 

That defeat, the worst since foe 
LDPs formation in 1955. was 


blamed on the inept mtroducfiou 
of the unpopular sales tax, tire 
Recruit shares-for-fevours scan- 
dal and government attempts to 
open ferai trade to imports. 

The main opposition Japan 
Socialist Party (JSP) criticised the 
gover nm ent for dissolving parlia- 
ment before Kaifo had delivered 
a traditional policy speech. 

- “Mr. Kaifa dissolved the Diet 
without giving us a chance to ask 
questions on. Ms policy speech. 
This cannot be aooroteiv’ JSP 
Chairwoman Taknko Dos said in 
a nationally televised interview. 

Tbe head erf another opposition 


party, t 
Komeito, 


the Buddhist-backed 
i, said the LDP was poli- 
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riQ have to braid an entm 
era," said Komeito -Chair 
Roshsro MAh 
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foe LDPS dictatorship, 
said. 

Business groups backed tbe 
rating party. 

“We in the business sector 
have seen growth since the war 
because the LDP has given the 
country political sfebfijty,” said 
EisMro Saito, chairman of the 
powerful' Keidauren, the Japan 
fedoation of economic Ox^unsa- 


Medellin cartel chief says he is still in control 


BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) — A 
letter pur po rt edly from MedeQm 
cartel leader Pablo Escobar says 
he remains in control of Col- 
ombia’s most powerful cocaine 

trafficking _OUtfit amt that it j| rttv . 

ited in its decision to seek peace 
with the gov emm cnL , 

The letter also swore the cartel 
would c onti nue a war with a rival 
o rg ani s a tion based in the south- 
ern dty of Cali. 

It accused the Cafi cartel of 
authorities with in- 
foat led to the death of 
Ms dose associate, Gonzalo Rod- 
riguez Gacha, in a shootout with 
police last month. 

Escobar wrote to El Tiempo 
pubfisher Hernando Santos Cas- 
tillo denying a report Monday in 
the Bogota newspaper that the 
MedelKn cartel was split. The 
article quoted serarity force offi- 


cials as saying Escobar’s naan 
affies were abandoning Mm as 
pofice and the militaiy dosed in. 


have to show the country that the 
people are not selling me out and 
that my friends are neither aban- 
doning nor betraying dm,” said 
the letter, also sent to other news 
media. 

» 

It bore Escobar’s signature and 
what was apparently the im prin t 
of his index finger, intended to 
prove its a«»rii^v«wty 

Authorities have foiled to 
apprehend Escobar despite a gov- 
ernment offer of £500,000 for 
information leading to his cap- 


Military forces said meanwhile 
Tuesday that they were taking the 
necessary measures to protect 
President Bush from Escobar and 
other traffickers when . Bush 
attends an anti-drag summit in 
the coastal city erf Cartagena Feb. 
15. 

■ ■ 

■ 

U.S. authorities have reported- 
ly said traffickers arc p rep aring 
job attempt on Bush’s life dming 
the five hours he is to spend in 


The peace offer by the Medel- 
lin cartel last week, nulilm pre- 
vious proposals, did not specifi- 
cally demand an end to extradi- 
tion of suspects to the United 
States, the measure traffickers 


It asked only for “constitution- 
al and legal g uar a nt ees” in ex- 


abandon foe cocaine trade, lay 
down its arms and release its 


Escobar said the entire cartel 
was behind a peace offer made by 
its leaders last week to the gov- 
ernment of President Virgflio 


The Banco administration has 
.extradited 13 trafficking suspects 
to tire United States as part of an 
anti-drag campaign that was in- 
tensified last August. 

The druglords responded with 
a terror campaign that tailed 209 
people, metivSng bombing a Cot- 


Since last week, the cartel has 
released five hostages, mriwdmg 
the sonr of Bazoo's closest aide, 
bat still bolds 16 people. 

El Tiempo reported Monday 
the peace offer was made by the 
cartel’s leaders, Escobar and 
Jorge Luis Ochoa, and that other 
traffickers in the organisation 
oppo sed any accommodation 
with the government. 
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Kabir raison for throwim foe 
balls, prisoners - named., foe 
scheme after the Wimbledon ten^- 

ms tournament in London. " 

■ ■ » B *■ 

Condoms with 
paycheck 

BRAS3L (AP) — Six thousand 
employees of the Federal Saving 
Bank mtiie Brazilian capital were 
presented with condoms afeng 
with thrir paychecks as part dfin 
effort to educate workers abbot 
the dangers of AIDS. Brazil has 
the~worid’s second-highest num- 
ber of cases of AIDS, with 9,555 
c onfi ri n ed cares through Decrin- 
bear, 1989. OnlytiteUnited States 
has more — 115,158 cases. ■ - 
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A swim on the 7: 
wild side 

" w " # " " 

AUCKLAND (R) — Jim Smith 
swam with crocodiles whileJndh- 
ing for the Commonwealth 
Game s. Smith,- 35, a Zambian 
lawnmower-maker and feriaix, 
endured Ms swim on foe wSdride 
in a' doco(£Ie#dfested itS^ycfe 
near Ms *j«eaka home. *^kaK 
ways inifre back .af yonr hfoid 


when you train. They doaftwfory 
me that mndh, bnt there’s always 
a first tune,” be said. “The obcs' 
are not so .'mndi a worry raw. 
Nobody's been taken for a long 
time. The last time was fne ar ix 
years- ago. “I’ve seen them cobh 
mg towaids me and have got ont 
in a huny. I tend to do ati niy 
breathing oh one side so I cm 
keep as eye on them. Perhaps-my 
style is affected becausc my 
head's op all the time fookmg for 
die crocs.” Starith, who is mmfe 
ger, coach and sole competitor in 
Zambia’s games swimming team, 
is enetered for the 50 rod 100 


Heron makes epic 
flight gets killed . 

DUBLIN (R) — A rare Amer- 
can heron made an epic flight 
across the Atlantic — then 
jromptiy got killed by ah Irish 
ranting dog.- “This is a tragedy. It 
s a shame after surviving a ftight 
(cross tbe Atlantic iit should have 
net such an end,” top Irish 
ornithologist Kfltiro Mnfiaruey 
said after tbe death of the bittern, 
i long brown heron, was re- 
.xnrted. “It was -the first Amer- 
ican bittern known to have 
reached Ireland. since 1973 .apri 
lot of people, jndndwig many, 
from Bntam, would have fikedto' 
-have seen it and. most be. very 
disappointed.” It was killed in 
Wexford, southeast Ireland, 
Tuesday. Many birdwatchers 
were planning to flock ovex to see 
the rare Mid, which was blown 
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